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OF      A 

SILVER       PENNY, 


Chapter  the  FirjL 

THAT  a  Silver  Penny  is  r.  , 
thing,  I  believe  every  pretty  little 
Mils  and  Mafter  will  readily  allow  \  but  then, 
a  Silver  Penny  has  generally  been  considered 
as  worth  no  mere  than  a  Penny;  whc 
hope  to  prdve,  by  the  time  my  pretty  readers 
fhall  have  gone  through  this  little  book,  that 
there  are  fome  Silver  pennies  worth  oix- 
pence  \  and  the  prcfent  one,  whole  adven- 
tures are  here  related,  will,  for  the  informa- 
tion and  infraction,  as  well  as  entertain- 

:ind  arhtrfcrttent  it  contains^  pe 
be  cuniidered  as  worth  its  weight  in  goid* 
A  It 
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It  is  cuftomary  to  expefty  that  every  one, 
\vbo  fits  down  to  write  their  own  adventures, 
fhould,  in  the  nrft  place,  give  fome  account 
of  their  country  and  parentage,  the  manner 
in  which  th-y  were  brought  up,  and  fuch 
other  like  particulars,  before  they  were  left 
to  their  own  conduct  and  difcretion,  and  be- 
fore they  came  to  appear  for  themfelves 
on  the  wide  theatre  of  the  world. 

My  Silver  Penny  being  as  yet  too  young 
to  fpeak  for  itfelf,  and  as  it  will  not  Ue 
found  old  enough  to  perform  that  office 
till  the  commencement  of  the  next  chapter, 
I  muft  in  the  mean  time  fpeak  for  it,  and 
in  this  firft  chapter,  which  may  be  confi- 
dcred  as  an  Introduction  give  thehiiloiy  of 
its  early  days. 

The  materials  of  which  this  Penny  was 
compofed  were  dug  out  of  a  mine  in  Peru, 
in  South  America,  diflant  from  our  own 
country  upwards  of  five  thoufand  miles.  See 
how  hard  the  poor  flaves  are  at  work  in 
it. 

You 
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You  know,  my  pretty  little  MifTes  and 
Matters,  that  every  thing  that  is  far  fetched 
and  dear  bought,  mufl  be,  according  to  the 
general  opinion,  very  valuable.  If  ib,  the 
little  hero  of  this  piece,  my  Silver  Penny, 
muft  be  very  valuable  indeed ;  for  you  muft 
allow,  that  upwards  of  five  thoufiind  miles 
is  no  fmall  diftance>  confequently  it  is  far 
fetched  ;  and  dear  bought  it  muft  be,  iince 
the  Spaniards,  to  whom  this  gold  and  filver 
country  now' belongs,  in  order  to  get  pofief- 
A  2  lion 
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fion  of  it  murdered  innumerable  thoufands  of 
innocent  Indians^  and  made  flavcs  of  thofe 
they  did  not  murder. 

Only  think  what  a  fad  thing  it  mud  be, 
to  be  condemned  for  life  to  work  under 
ground,  without  ever  iecing  the  cheartul 
light  of  the  fun,  or  breathing  that  free  and 
iweet  air,  which  we  fo  happily  enjoy  who 
live  upon  the  furface  of  the  earth.  That 
nice  iilver  fpoon,  with  which  you  eat  your 
milk  for  breakfaft,  and  the  pretty  filver  cup, 
out  of  which  you  drink  your  beer  at  dinner 
time,  originally  came  from  that  diflant  place4 
I  have  jull  mentioned,  and  were  dug  out  of 
the  bowels  of  the  earth,  at  the  expence  of 
the  death  of  thoufands,  and  the  llavery  of 
many  more. 

I  iliould  tell  you,  my  pretty  readers,  that 
in  the  early  ages  of  the  world,  there  were 
no  fuch  things  as  trade  and  commerce,  and 
coniequently  money  was  then  unknown.  In 
thofe  days,  people  ufed  to  exchange  one  ne- 
ceflary  for  another^  and  the  richeft  man  was 
he  who  was  moft  induiliious  *i  the  cultiva- 
tion 
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tion  of  his  lands,  and  in  the  improvement  of 
his  flocks  and  herds.  Every  father  was  king 
of  his  own  family,  who  acknowledged  no 
other  iuperior.  Muft  it  not  be  very  pretty 
to  have  ones  p^na  for  a  king  ?  for,  in  that 
cafe,  ones  mama  muft  be  queen,  and  ones 
fitters  and  brothers  allprinceiies  and  princes  ! 
Matters,  to  be  lure,  are  very  differently 
managed  in  thefe  days  >  but  how  that  came 
about,  and  what  firit  introduced  money  into 
the  world,  would  take  up  too  much  of  my 
time  at  prefent,  and  perhaps  be,  in  ibme 
meal  are,  foreign  to  the  bufmefs  before  me  ; 
I  mail  therefore  return  to  the  Peruvian  mine, 
and  deicribe  by  what  means  the  materials 
for  my  Silver  Penny  were  there  found,  af- 
terwards brought  from  fo  great  a  diftance 
into  England,  and  there  ftamped  with  the 
mark  of  royalty,  with  which  you  now  fee  it 
is  invefted. 

.  In  the  province  of  Peru,  in  South  Ameri- 
ca, as  i  before  told  you,  are  lilver  mines, 
Thefe  mines  are  at  a  great  depth  under  the 
earth,  and  the  people  who  work  in  them  ge- 
A  3  nerally 
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nerally  live  and  die  there  ;  for  it  is  fo  un- 
wholibme,  that  it  kills  them  in  a  fhort  time. 
Thus  you  fee,  my  pretty  readers,  that  mo- 
ney has  its  mifchievous  confequences  before 
it  comes  into  circulation  ;  and  yet  we  ought 
not  to  cry  out  fo  much  againft  money,  for 
there  is  nothing  to  be  done  without  it.  In- 
deed, the  truth  is,  that  it  is  not  the  money 
itfelf  that  is  in  fault,  but  thofe  who  get  it, 
and  make  a  bad  ufe  of  it. 

Now  you  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  filver  is 
found  in  thefe  mines  in  one  folid  lump,  and 
that  the  miners  have  nothing  more  to  do, 
than  juft  to  break  it  to  pieces  and  bring  it  up , 
No,  the  filver  confifts  of  little  pieces,  per- 
haps not  bigger  than  a  pin's  head,  and  mix- 
ed in  a  variety  of  earths,  and  other  matters 
of  no  value.  The  miners,  therefore,  are  ob-> 
liged  to  dig  the  earth  and  filver  together  as 
they  find  them ;  and  you  will  pleafe  to  re- 
member, that  the  filver  in  this  mixed  ftate, 
is  called  the  ore. 

Having  thus  got  the  ore  from  the  mine, 
they  proceed  to  feparate  the.  filver  from  the 

earth 


S  I  L  V  E  R    P  E  N  N  Y.      13 

-earth  and  other  bodies  with  which  it  is  in- 
corporated, and  when  they  have  extracted 
every  thing  from  it,  it  is  then  called  pure  fil~ 
iuer-)  and  is  melted  down  into  various  mapes 
and  forms.  It  was  from  one  of  thofe  pieces 
that  my  little  filver  hero  of  this  book  was 
taken;  and  thus  far  have  we  fettled  of  what 
country  he  originally  was,  namely,  a  native 
of  Peru  in  South  America. 

From  the  time  qf  his  firft  feparation  from 
the  ore,  to  his  arrival  in  England,  and  afTum- 
ing  his  prefent  ftamp  of  royalty,  was  a  very 
confiderable  fpace  ;  for  you  know,  my  pretty 
readers,  that  the  higheft  flations  are  not  gain- 
ed in  hafte,  and  that  patience  and  indurrry, 
and  a  long  attention  to  the  condition  of  life 
we  are  placed  in,  and  properly  acting  our 
parts,  are  the  only  means  of  rifing  in  the 
world;  and  thefe,  accompanied  with  un- 
blemifhed  honour  and  honeity,  feldom  fail  of 
fuccefs. 

The  little  pieces  of  filver,  of  which  this 
Penny  was  made,  were  firft  incorporated  in 
a  very  large  wedge,  which,  while  it  was  con- 
veying 
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veying  among  others  to  the  king  of  Spain's 
warehoufe  at  Lima,  wasftolen  by  one  of  the 
officers,  who  was  fent  to  take  care  of  the 
cargo.  Unhappily  for  the  officer,  he  w^s 
detected,  and  being  brought  before  the 
governor  of  Lima,  that  gentleman  feverely 
reproached  him,  for  attempting  fo  wicked 
an  action,  as  that  of  cheating  the  king, 
and  then  ordered  the  offender  to  be  put 
to  death. 

The  governor,  however,  confidermg  that 
this  wedge  of  iilver  had  coft  a  poor  man  his 
life,  thought  it  too  much  polluted  to  be  placed 
among  the  king's  ftores,and  put  it,  therefore, 
in  company  with  many  more  like  it,  in  a 
private  place,  till  he  hhnjeif  ihould  return  to 
Europe. 

In  this  flate  of  concealment  the  wedge 
remained  for  fome  years,  till  it  was  rekaled 
from  its  obfcurity  by  a  very  common  cafe. 
Very  heavy  complaints  having  been  fent 
over  to  Eui-ope>  againfl  the  avarice  and  ex- 
tortion of  thus  governor  of  Lima,  the  king 
of  Spain  Cent  over  a  ycry  pious  and  devout 

Roman, 
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Roman  catholic  bifhop,  to  enquire  into  the 
truth  of  thefe  charges.  The  bi (hop,  on  h?s 
arrival  at  Lima,  loaded  the  poor  governor 
with  the  heavier!:  reproaches,  for  having  thus 
preferred  pernicious  gold' and  filver  to  the 
.  duties  of  his  office. 

But  all  that  I  know  of  the  particulars  of 
this  bufmefs  was,  that  in  a  few  days,  this 
wedge  of  filver,  together  with  many  other 
valuable  effects,  were  fent  on  board  the  (hip, 
in  the  bifhop's  baggage.  The  governor  was 
honourably  acquitted  of  all  the  charges  ex- 
hibited againft  him,  his  accufers  feverely  pu- 
nifhed,  and  the  bimop,  having  beftowed  his 
pious  bleffing  on  the  governor,  fet  fail  for 
Europe. 

However,  they  were  met  on  their  paiTage 
by  an  EngHih  frigate,  who,  after  a  fhort 
engagement,  took  the  Span  iffy  &ip5  and 
carried  her,  the  bimop^  and  his  pious  trea- 
fure  to  England,  The  gold  and  lilyer  were 
conveyed  to  the  Mint,  and  there  my 
Silver  Penny  received  the  ftamp  of  royalty 
it  now  bears.  From  the  Mint  I  conveyeci 

il 
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it  to  the  Bank  of  England,  and  there  left 
it  in  the  moft  reputable  company. 

I  muft  now,  my  pretty  readers,  take  my 
leave  of  you,  and  leave  my  Silver  Penny  to 
tell  its  own  tale.  You  know  that  our  old 
friend  JEfop  beftowedthe  gift  of  fpeech,  re£- 
fon,  and  argument,  on  every  animal  he 
mentioned  ;  and  I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  thought 
imreafonable,  if  I  claim  the  fame  indulgence 
for  my  Silver  Penny. 


Chapter 


SILVER    P  E  N  N  Y. 


QfApttr  the  Second. 


MY   fv/ect,  pretty,  little  readers,  a?  I 
no'v  find  I  am  left   tc?  tell  my   own 
talc,  that  is,  the  hiftoryof  all  my  adventure?, 
I    miift    beg    leave   firft    to    Acquaint    you 
with   one  thing,  which   is' this,  t'iut  1- 
my  late   father,    matter,  or   whateve- 
may  pleafe  to  call  the  writer  of'the  lirft  chap- 
ter, left  me  at  the  Bank  to  ihift  for  m 
he  gave  me  thefe  few  words  of  advice  3  ar.d, 
B  as 
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as  they  may  perhaps  be  ufeful  to  others  as 
well  as  me,  1  will  endeavour  to  recollect  what 
his  words  were. 

"  My  dear  Silver  Penny,  (faid  he  to  me) 
I  would  wiih  you  always  to  remember  from 
whence  you  iprung,  and  not  to  place  too 
great .  a  value  on  yourfclf,  merely  becaufe 
you  are  now  {lamped  with  the  mark  of 
royalty.  You  mult'  remember,  that  you 
was  taken,  from  the  bofom  of  ths  earth,  and 
that  you  mult  re  turn  again  to  that  earth  from 
whence  you  fprung,  nor  is  it  your  (lamp  of 
royalty  that  will  preferve  you. 

"  You  are  now  in  the  fame  fituation-  with 

many  a  'pretty  little  Mifs  and  Mailer,  who, 

being  born  of  rich   parents,  are  conftantly 

duelled  out  in  a  very  iumptuou*  m^incr,.  and 

i  that  account  too  apt  to  think  a  great 

•  >i    iheinfelves  ;  but  all  the  . 

world  will  not  make  a  lady  cr  a  gen- 

i  of  any  little  o:ies,  without  the   addi- 

of  good  fenfe  and    pretty    behaviour. 

.  -fore  take  care>  that  you  grow  neither 


SILVER    PENNY.     19 

proud  nor  conceited,  neither  haughty  nor  in- 
dolent. 

a  Though  I  adrife  you  to  be  humble 
and  fubmiflive,  and  not  to  think  too  much 
of  yourfclf,  yet  I  would  wifli  to  caution  you 
jigainft  all  extremes,  and  not  to  luppoie 
that  I  expecl  you  tqf  run  into  all  kinds 
of  low  company,  in  order  to  .{hew  your 
condefcenfion.  Do  What  you  will,  you  will 
fometimes  find  yourfelf  obliged  to  mix  among 
counterfeit  {hillings  and  Birmingham  half- 
pence, in  the  lame  manner  as  youno;  ladies 
and  gentlemen  arc  frequently  obliged  to  join 
company  with  their  inferiors.  But  if  you  be 
prudent,  no  evil  can  arife  from  this,  but 
rather  an  advantage  ;  for,  if  youbehi-ive  pro- 
Tower  coin  muil  have  the  preference 
to  counterfeits,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a 
good  child  will  always  be  preferred  to  a  bad 
one. 

"  Y»u  will,  Jike  every  wife  child,  hav-s 

an  opportunity  of  hearing  and  feeing  every 

thing;,  without  being  obliged  to    lay  much 

yourifcifj  and,  if  you  make  a  proper  u fe  of 

'B   2.  tlii? 
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this  advantage,  it  will  be  offingular  fervice 
to  you.  Though  moft  people  are  fond,  and 
indeed  cannot  be  otherwiie,  of  hearing  little 
children  prattle  and  be  lively,  yet  they  are 
expected  to  act  otherwiie,  when  they  get 
into  gowns  and  breeches.  At  that  age,  a 
decent  filence  is  as  neceflary,  as  is  a  becom- 
ing courage  to  anfwer  a  queir.ion  properly 
\vhen-afked. 

tt  I  would  wifli  you  to  remember  thefe 
few  hints,  and,  be  allured,  you  will  find 
many  opportunities  to  improve  them.  Re- 
member what  you  fee,  in  every  itation  you 
may  fall  into,  and  publifti  your  obfervations 
to  the  world,  for  the  ufe  and  improvement 
of  every  little  Mifs  and  Mafter,  and  I  then 
mail  not  repent  of  the  care  I  have  taken  of 
you." 

I  very  dutifully  thanked  my  father,  for  fuch 
mail  always  call  him,  for  his  kind  advice, 
and  faithfully  promifed  never  to  forget  it. 
He  .then  left  me,  and  I  cannot  fayr  but  that 
I  felt  a  pleafing  fatisfatSUori  of  becoming  the 
mailer  of  my  own  thoughts.  I  h*ve  iince 

often 
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often  found,  that  the  generality  of  children 
arc  of  the  lame  difpoiition,  and  triumph  in 
the  enjoyment  of  that  libe^y*  which  has 
often  proved  fatal  to  them,  from  the  want  of 
experience. 

I  was  at  night,  in  company  with  many 
rich  pieces,  locked  up  in  a  ftrong  cheft,  and 
conveyed  under  a  ftrong  vaulted  roof,  where, 
I  was  told,  neither  lire  nor  thieves  could 
touch  rne.  I  now  began  to  be  apprehenfive, 
that  I  might  remain  in  this  flate  of  obicurity 
as  long  as  I  had  before  among  the  private 
hoards  of  the  governor  of  Lima  >  but  in 
this  I  was  agreeably  miflaken. 

The  next  day  we  were  brought  up  into 
the  hall,-  when  I,  and  all  the  reft  of  my  com- 
panions, were  fooa  lent  abroad  into  the  world 
-  through  different  hands.  Some  fell  into  the 
hands  of  bull^  and  others  into  the  hands  of 
hears.  :  but  I  gently  glided  into  the  pocket 
of  a  Jew  broker.  Now  bulls  and  bears,  my 
pretty  little  readers,  mean  nothing  more  than 
a  let  of  men,  who  gamble  in  the  funds  as 
people  do  at  cards  and  horie-races,  when, 
B  3  having 
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having  fometimes  left  more  than  they  can 
pay,  they  are  obliged  to  run  away. 

Never  was  i  fo  flattered  as  at  this  period, 
for  my  Jew  mafter  gave  me  a  coat  of  gold, 
in  which  I  thought  I  looked  grand  and  mag- 
nificent. My  pride,  however,  was  foon 
humbled  ;  for  the  tradefrnen  who  took  me 
for  gold,  foon  discovered  that  I  was  only  a 
Suver  Penny.  He  threw  me  down  upon 
his  counter  with  great  fury,  when  I  rebound- 
ed offit,  and  fell  near  a  large  crack  on  the  floor. 
Had  I  gone  an  inch  further,  I  fhould  have 
gone  into  a  hole,  in  which  I  fhould,  probably, 
have  ruiled  and  wafted  away  in  obfcurity. 

I  was  picked  up  by  a  perfon  near  whom  I 
fell,  from  whom  I  'expected  pity  at  leaft  ; 
but  he  laughc^J.  at  me,  called  me  a  rogue, 
and  then  handed  me  round  to  all  prefect,  who 
joined  the  laugh  at  my  expcnce.  Let  me 
adviic  you,  my  pretty  readers,  never  to  pre- 
tend to  make  yourfelves  appear  greater  than 
you  arc,  for  nothing  can  be  fo  humiliating 
as  to  get  yourfelves  laughed  at. 

Though 
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Though  I  thought  myfelf  happy  on  efcap- 
ing  the  crack  in  the  floor,  yet  I  found  1  had 
conquered  one  difficulty  only  to  be  expofed 
to  another  ftill  greater.  The  trade  (man  was 
ib  enraged  at  the  deceit,  that  he  took  up  a 
pair  of  Iheers,  and  protefted  he 'would  cut 
me  in  half.  Some  of  the  company  appro- 
ved his  resolution,  while  others  as  ftrongly 
oppofed  it.  Thus,  for  near  a  quarter  :/f  an 
hour,  my  mailer  fcolding,  and  the  company 
laughing  all  the  time,  did  my  fate  remain 
unlcttied  in  the  iruoft  cutting  and  agonizing 
uncertainty. 

Luckily  for  me,  at  the  very  moment  that 
the  ihecrz  were  extended  to  cut  me  in  half, 
my  matter's  little  fon  entered  the  fhop,  when 
every  voice  cried  out,  Give  it  to  Alafter 
Tommy  !  Give  it  to  Mailer  Tommy  i  He 
accordingly  did  fo ;  and  now,  in  the  cut  at 
beginning  of  this  chapter,  you  fee  him  fhak- 
in^  me  in  his  purfe, 

I  now  thought  myfelf  happy  indeed  in  two 
fuch   miraculous  efcapes,  and  I    coul 
help  recalling  to  my  irxind,  that  young  chil- 
dren 
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dren  are  too  apt  to  rely  on  their  own  juclg^ 

ment,  and  think  that  they  cannot  fail  of  be- 

,vhen  they  have  nobody  to  contra- 

em.       But  did  little  children  properly 
>.;;nger  of  fuch   a    fituatiori, 

vould  think  themfelves  iniinitely  more 
happy  in  being  governed  and  adviied  by 
their  parents  and  friends. 

.er  Tommy  was  fo  fond  of  me,  that 
he  was  almoft  continually  taking  me  out  of 
his  purfe,  and  playing  with  me.  By  thefe 
means,  and  being  kept  in  company  with 
othersf  who  were  often  rubbing  againir.  me, 
in  a  little  time,  I  loft  all  my  borrowed  drefr, 
and  appeared  in  my  natural  form,  that  of  a 
Silver  Fenny, 

I  had 'learned   from    evperi&nce,  what  I 
would  wiffi  every  little   Mi;  :er  to 

believe,  that  nothing  is  more  dangerous  than 
a  gaudy  drefs  borrowed  to  deceive  ;  and  I 
now  :  .  v.yfelf  happy  in  having  at 

.overed  my  proper  appearance,  imcere- 
1}'  wiiliing  nevermore  to  appear  in  gold. 

This 
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This  Matter  Tommy  was  of  a  fvveet  and  _. 
amiable  temper,  he  did  every  thing  his  pa- 
rents bid  him,  and  was  beloved  by  every  one 
in  the  houfe.  Certain  I  am,  from  everything 
I  have  obierved  during  my  pailing  througii 
ib  many  hands,  that  did  Jittle  Miffes  and 
Matters  know,  how  amiable  a  good  and 
fvveet-tempered^chiW  appears  in  the  eyes  of 
every  one,  there  would  be  no  naughty  chil- 
dren. They  would  value  fuch  a  character 
infinitely  beyond  the  molt  beautiful  features, 
or  the  fmeft  clothes  that  could  be  procured. 

I  did  not  remain  long  in  the  pofieilion  of 
this  fvveet  child  ;  for  his  filter  Amelia  com- 
ing home  in  the  holidays,  he  made  her  a 
prefcnt  cf  me,  as  the  moft  valuable  thing  he 
pofiefied.  Indeed,  it  is  no  wonder  he  did  fo, 
for  he  dearly  loved  his  fitter,  and  would  hang 
round  her  neck  and  cry  over  her,  if  (he  hap- 
pened to  be  ill ;  and  he  would  ftudy  every 
means  to  divert  her  upon  the  ilighteft  indif- 
pofition. 

Nothing  (hews  the  goodnefs  of  a  little 
heart  more,  than  that  tender  love  and  affection 

which 
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which  are  often  feen  between  brothers  and 
fillers  :  nor  is  any  thing  more  unplcafing  or 
unpromifmg  than  to  fee  brothers  and  filters 
perpetually  quarrelling.  There  is  nothing 
a  parent  ought  more  to  attend  to,  than  to 
keep  up  a  perpetual  union  of  love  and  efteern 
among  their  children.  If  they  do  not  love 
e$ch  other  in  their  infancy,  they  hardly  ever 
will  when  they  grow  up. 

Amelia  kindly  thanked  her  brother  for  the 
preftnt,  killed  him,  and  promifed  (he  would 
never  part  with  me.  However,  walking 
pne  day  ;Jong  the  ftreer,  ?nd  pulling  out  her 
handkerchief,  a  little  box,  in  which  I  was 
enclofed,  came  out  unperceived,  an:l  both  I 
and  the  box  fell  into  the  ilreet;  when  a  por- 
ter, coming  by  with  a  load,  ftepped  on  the 
box,  cruihed  it  to  pieces,  aijd  kit  me  buried 
in  the  mud. 


Chapter 
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Chapter  the  Third. 


WHAT  were  the  feelings  of  Mifs 
Amelia  on  her  firft  miffing  me,  I 
cannot  tell ;  but  certain  I  am,  that  my  own 
feelings  were  very  great,  and  I  now  expe- 
rienced the  truth  of  what  my  father  had  told 
me,  that  in  fome  fituations  I  fhould  mid  the 
ilaitip  of  royalty  would  avail  me  but  little. 
Luckily  fcr  me,  I  happened  to  fall  in  between 

two 
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two  flones,  otherwife  I  fhould  have  been 
crufhed  to  pieces  by  the  weight  of  carts, 
waggon?,  and  coaches,  that  palled  over  me. 
However,  lying  in  a  crevice  as  I  did,  1  was 
protected  from  all  injury,  though  I  found 
my  royalty  much  hurt  by  having  ib  many 
{linking  and  filthy  puddles  pop  over  me. 

I  had  heard  my  father  often  fay,  that  little 
children  fhoiild  be  early  accuftomed  to  bear 
difapppintments  with  patience,  and  that  they 
fhouid  fometimes  be  crofled  in  their  wifhes, 
merely  to  put  their  temper  to  a  trial,  that 
being  accuftomed  to  little  croffes  in  their 
youth,  they  may  be  able  to  iupport  greater 
ills  with  fortitude,  when  they  get  abroad  in 
a  world,  in  which  they  muft  expect  to  meet 
with  many  vexations  and  difappointments. 

In  my  prefent  dirty  fituation,  I  remem- 
bered this  remark  of  my  father's,  and  it 
afforded  very  confiderable  comfort  under  my 
misfortune.  Iniread  of  complaining,  I  be- 
gan to  be  thankful  that  I  had  fallen  into  fuch 
a  fituation,  that  no  weight  whatever  could 
injure  me  j  whereas,  had  I  fallen  in  a  more 

vifibU 
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vifible  place,  I  might  have  been  crufhed  to 
pieces  before  1  had  been  picked  up.  Thus, 
my  pretty  little  readers,  when  any  little 
cliiappointment  befalls  you,  bear  it  patiently^ 
and  be  thankful  that  it  is  not  worfe. 

In  this  difgraceful  iituation  I  lay  more  than 
a  month,  conftantly  walhedby  filthy  {beams, 
and  once  or  twice  got  a  fevere  fcrubbing 
from  the  broom  of  a  fhopman,  as  he  cleaned 
the  dirt  from  his  mailer's  door,  oppofite  to 
which  I  lay. 

However,  the  day  of  my  deliverance  ar- 
rived ;  for  a  kennel-raker,  fuch  as  you 
fee  in  the  picture  at  the  head  of  this  chapter, 
coming  up  to  the  place  where  I  lay,  by 
chance  there  began  his  operations  of  fweep- 
ing  and  fcratching.  By  this  violent  agitation 
.of  his  flumpy  broom,  he  wafhed  away  part 
of  the  filth  in  which  I  lay  concealed,  wlu*ii 
part  of  my  bright  edge  caught  his  fight.  As 
I  was  jammed  in  too  clofely  to  be  extracted 
by  his  fingers  alone,  he  inftantly  applied  to 
me  a  little  crooked  piece  of  iron,  and  having 
by  degrees  got  it  under  me,  gave  me  fuch  a 
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fh@ck,  as  I  am  fure  any  little  Mafter  would 
think  vvorfe  than  the  drawing  of  a  tight 
tooth.  However,  out  I  flew,  when  he  in- 
ftantly  picked  me  up,  and  putting  me  iato 
his  leather  bafkct,  which  hung  by  his  fide, 
thus  carried  me  off,  fcemingly  highly  de- 
lighted. 

Though  I  undoubtedly  was  happy  at  be- 
ing relieved  from  fo  nafty  a  fituation,  yet  I 
found  my  royalty  much  hurt  by  being  in  the 
poffeffion  of  a  kennel -raker,  who,  to  add  to 
my  mortification,  inftead  of  putting  me  Into 
his  pocket,  nafty  as  it  was,  threw  me  into 
the -bafket,  among  pieces  of  rufty  nails, 
broken  bits  of  glais,  and  fach  other  rubbifh 
as  he  had  picked  up  in  the  courfc  "of  his 
raking. 

However,  Iconfoled  myfelf  with  the  hope, 
that  I  mould  not  long  remain  in  the  poflcl- 
fion  of  my  prefent  mafrer,  and  herein  I  was 
by  no  means  difappointed  3  for,  in  lefs'thnij 
five  minutes,  he  turned  fhort  into  a  houie-, 
and  bartcd  me  away  for  a  glafs  of  the  juice 
of  juniper.  Th*;  lady,  i«to  whofe  hands  I 
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fell,  looked  at  me  very  pleafmgly,  and  in- 
ftantly  called  her  daughter  Mifs  Fanny,  who 
anfwered  fhe  would  not  come.  Her  mama 
at  lait  telling  her  (he  had  got  Ibmething  for 
her,  fhe  then  came,  and  I  was  prefented  to 
her.  She  looked  at  me  with  a  fmile  of  in- 
difference, then  put  it  into  her  pocket,  with- 
out even  thanking  her  mama  for  it,  and 
then  walked  away  very  carelefsly 

I   foon  found,    that  I  was  got  into  the 

?oireflion  of  a  fpoiled  child,  for  fuch  Mils 
'anny  really  was  ;  and  as  I.  have  too  much 
reaibn  to  believe,  that  there  are  many  more 
fpoiled  children  than  Mifs  Fanny,  I  (hall 
give  my  little  readers  the  hiftory  of  her  and 
her  family. 

s  Fanny's  papa  had  heeri  a  footman, 
and  her  mama  a  cook-maid  :  not  that  I 
think  them  a  bit  the  worfe  for  that,  for  it  ir> 
the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  perfons  by 
wkich  we  ought  to  judge,  and  not  from 
what  they  have  been  or  are.  They  had  both 
lived  in  the  fame  family,  and  having  been 
prudent  and  careful,  they  both  faved  fome 

money* 
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money.     They   accordingly    married,    and 
took  a  mop  to  retail  1'pirituous  liquors.  Here 
they  got  forward,  as  the  faying  is,  at  a 
great  rate. 

As  Mifs  Fanny  was  their  only  child,  they 
were  fond  of  her  to  excefs  :  whatever  me 
wanted,  be  what  it  would,  it  was  immedi- 
ately procured  for  her,  and  if  flic  cried  for 
any  thing,  the  whole  houfe  was  in  an  uproar ; 
Hence  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  changed 
their  fervants  every  moon.  Surely  nothing 
can  be  more  abiurd,  than  to  give  a  child  any 
thing  merely  becaufe  it  ciies  for  if,  where;.} 
that  ought  to  be  the  very  reafon  why  they 
ought  not  to  have  it.  It  is  the  readieft  way 
to  make  them  fretful  and  peevi^,  which  h 
at  once  hurting  their  peribns  and  conftitu- 
tions. 

As  Mifs  Fanny's  papa  and  mafnahad  re- 
ceived very  little  education  thcmfelves,  they 
determined  to  (pare  no  expence  to  make  her 
a  rnoft  accomplished  girl,  and  had  therefore 
all  the  different  kinds  of  teachers  come  home 
to  ioih'wclher  ;  for  they  cguld  not  think  o'f 
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trufting  her  at  a  boarding  fchool.,  where  me 
would  not  have  her  bed  warmed  at  nighty  - 
where  fhe  would  be  obliged  to  get  up  early 
in  the  morning,  and  to  eat  and  drink  only 
what  was  provided  for  her  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  the  ladies. 

The  confequerice  of  all  this  was,  that  fhe 
foon  tired  out  all .  her  teachers  :  fhe  would 
flap  one  in  the  face,  tread  on  the  toes  of 
another,  and  run  a  pin  into  the  thirds  She 
would  not  go  to  bed  till  the  morning,  nor 
arife  till  noon  ;.  fo  that,  at  the  time  1  cam$ 
into  her  hands,  though  twelve  years  of  age, 
fhe  knew  not  how  to  wriftband  a  fhirr,  to 
write  a  letter,  or  even  hardly  to  read.  How 
often  was  I  vexed  to  hear  certain  vifitors 
break  out  in  exclamations  on  the  great  per- 
fections of  children  where  they  tifit  !  There 
is  certainly  nothing  more  mean  or  ungene- 
rous, that  to  praiie  children  to  their"face* 
for  what  they  never  did,  and  extol  them  for 
thofe  perfections  they  never  pcfTefTed.  Bue 
ople  rind  it  equally  eafy  to  cenfure  or 
_C  applaud, 
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applaud,  according  to  the  fit  nation  of  the 
prefent  moment. 

Among  the  vifitors  at  Mifs  Fanny's  houfe 
was  Lady  Goodwill,  who  one  day  took  the 
liberty  to  aflc  Mifs  what  fhe  had  learned, 
when  fhe  replied,  u  Every  thing  :  needle- 
work, mufic,.  dancing,  French,  and  every 
thing  elfe."  The  lady,  however,  finding 
upon  enquiry,  that  this  evefy  thing  was  in. 
f\\A  nothing,  and  being  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  the  caufe  of  it,  ihe  thus  addreiled  my 
lirtle  minrefs  : 

u  My  dear  Fanny,  I  know  there  axefeveral 

ladies  that  vifit  at  this  houfe,,  who  are  not 

.  vr  mends,  becaufe  they  flatter  you  here 

'i'ieifing  thole  accomplimments,  while  in 

companies  they  make  jour  pride  and 

\u\ce  the  object  of  their  ndicu!e.     I  am 

r  beft  friend   in  telling   you,    that  you 

1  nothing ;  and  I  (hall  be  happy  indeed, 

•  plain  truths  that  I  fpeak  to  you  fhould 

have  the  pleating  effect  of  inducing  you  to 

iaore  to  your  books  and  needle/' 

"Ida 
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"  I  do  not  imderftand  (replied  Fanny)  be- 
ing talked  to  in  this  manner  !  My  papa  can 
give  me  a  large  fortune,  and  my  mama  fays-, 
that  there  is  no  occafion  for  my  fpoiiing  my 
pretty  eyes  with  either  reading  or  needle- 
work." So  faying,  file  bounced  out  of  th& 
room,  and  the  lady  left  the  houfe. 

In  fhort,  Mifs  Fanny  was  indulged  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  fhe  took  neither  air  nor  exer- 
eife,  which  brought  on  a  decline,  that  put  a 
period  to  her  life  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  her 
age.  Before  her  death,  fhe  made,  a  very 
fingular  requeft,  which  was,  that  all  her 
little  pieces  of  money  fhould  be  buried  rn  the 
coffin  with  her,  which  was  readily  granted, 
and  punctually  performed;  I  and  about  half  a 
dozen  more  little  pieces,  being  fcrewed  up 
in  the  coffin  with  her. 

What  a  horrible  and  alarming  fituation 
was  I  now  in  !  Amidft  all  die  leflbns  of  ad- 
T'ice  my  father  had  given  me,  I  did  not  remem- 
bej  tba't  he  faid  I  Ihould  patiently  fubmit  to- 
be  buried  alive,  and  at  prefeiK  I  had  no  other 
-C  2 
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profpe6t  before  me,  fmce  I  was  Faft  fcrewed 
up  in  the  coffin. 

While  I  was  occupied  with  the  difrra£Hng 
thought  of  being  buried  alive,  the  death-bell 
began  to  toll,  and  I  and  the  coffin  were  car- 
ried to  a  vault  in  the  church  in  all  the  folem- 
nity  of  funeral  pomp.  "  Ames  to  afhes,  and 
cluft  to  duft,"  faid  the  parfon,  and  down 
came  the  earth  upon  the  coffin-plate  !  I  am 
fo  terrified  with  the  recollection  of  it,  that  I 
can  proceed  no  further  at  prefent. 


Chapter 
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Chapter  the  Fourth. 


I  Think  I  hear  fome  of  my  pretty  little  rea- 
ders exclaiming  in  pitying  accents,  "Alas, 
poor  Silver  Penny  !  hard  indeed  was  thy  lotj 
to  come  above  five  thoufand  miles  to  be  buri- 
ed alive  in  a  ftrange  country,  and  that  too  at 
a  time  when  thou  waft  honoured  with   the 
badge  of  royalty  !  Poor  Silver  Penny,  how 
C  3  quietly 
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quietly  thou  now  Heft  fcrewed  up  in  that 
coffin  !  There  thou  wilt  moulder  away,  and 
fee  the  daylight  no  more  !  Kard  indeed  was 
thy  fate," 

Thank  you,  my  pretty  little  MifTes  and 
Matters,  for  your  kind  funeral  lamentations  ; 
but  your  friend,  the  Silver  Penny,  ftill  en- 
joys the  day-light,  and  is  once  more  at 
liberty.  But  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that 
I  will  never  more  give  way  to  defpair,  and 
I  would  advife  every  little  one,  whatever 
difafters  they  may  labour  under,  always  to 
live  in  hopes  of  relief,  conflantly  remembring 
that  eld  and  true  proverb,  that  the  longeftlane 
has  a  turning  at  lajl. 

Without  further  preamble,  I  will  tell  you 
how  I  came  to  be  releafed.  I  have  already 
told  you,  that  I  was  fcrewed  up  in  the  coffin 
with  other  filver  pieces,  all  which  amount- 
ed only  to  about  five  fhillings.  This  extra- 
ordinary incident  became  the  chat  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  firft  perfon  who  re- 
lated it  to  his  neighbour  raited  the  fum  to 
$ve  pounds,  the  next  who  told  itraifed  it  to 
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fifty,  and  Co  on,  from  one  to  another,  till  at 
lalt  it  was  railed  to  five  hundred  pounds. 

I  would  here  wiih  to  cautian  my  pretty 
little  readers  againft  too  readily  believing  the 
firir.  reports  concerning  any  thing,  and  th-.1 
more,  they  are  of  coniequence,  the  longci 
they  ought  to  be  in  placing  an  implicit  belie; 
in  public  reports  ;  for  they  fee,  in  this  trifling 
inftance,  that  report  foon  raifed  five' (hillings 
to  five  pounds,  then  to  fifty,  and  at  lafl  to 
five,  hundred. 

This  laft  report  of  five  hundred  pounds 
being  buried  in  the  coffin,  coming  to  the 
ears  of  the  texton,  was  a  ve/y  lucky  circum- 
ftance  for  me  ;  for  Mr.  Gravebuilder,  the 
iexton,  very  whely  argued  within  himielf, 
that  it  was  very  ridiculous  to  fuffer  fo  much 
money  to  rot  in  a  coffin,  while  it  would  be 
of  infinite  fervice  to  his  family  above 
ground,  and  of  fo  little  ufe  to  the  perfon 
who  lay  quietly  in  the  cofEn. 

Accordingly,      about      midnight,    when 

every  body  was    afleep,  Mr.  Gravebuilder 

lighted  his  lanthorn,  went  into  the  church - 

C  4  yard,. 
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yard,  and  fofdy  unlocked  the  door  of  the 
(v  vault,  not  that  he  was  afraid  of  being  dif- 
turbed  by  any  body  within,  "but  of  being 
heard  by  thofe  without.  Here,  too,  I  muft 
ftop  to  make  a  little  digreilion.  My  pretty 
readers,  never  be  diiturbed  by  any  idle 
ftories  of  ghofts  and  apparitions,  for  whoever 
attempts  to  infufe  fuc,h  notions  into  you,  are 
either  themfelves  very  ignorant,  or  elfehave 
fome  deiign  to  deceive  you.  Thole  who 
pretend  to  have  feen  them  are  either  fools  or 
jmadmen,  whofe  minds  muft  be  very  weajc, 
cr  whofe  fenfes  are  much  difordered. 

But  to  proceed.  Mr.  Gravebuilder  had 
no  fooner  opened  the  vault  door  than  he 
haftened  to  the  coffin,  unfcrewed  the  lid, 
and  took  it  off.  But  how  fhal]  J  exprefs  his 
furprife  and  indignation,  when,  inflead, 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  he  found  only 
a  few  filver  pieces  !  'c  What  a  wicked  world 
is  this  !  (exclaimed  Mr.  Gravebuilder)  peor 
pie  delight  in  nothing  but  telling  faliities 
and  deceiving  their  r.eighboursj  Well,  1  fee, 

there 
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there  is  neither  honour  nor  honefty  left  in 
this  world  !" 

Judge  v/hat  muft  be  my  joy  and  furprife 
when  I  faw  the  coffin  lid  open.  "  Well, 
(faid  I  to  m}4elf)  let  what  will  happen  to  me 
in  future,  I  will  never  defpair  !  How  could 
1  have  expected  fuch  a  fudden  and  happy  de- 
liverance as  this  !"  I  had  fcarely  finifhed 
this  fhort  ejaculation,  when  Mr.  Crrave- 
builder,  in  the  firft  rage  of  his  difappcint- 
ment,  took  the  filver  pieces  out  of  the  coffin, 
and  dallied  them  down  on  the  ground  with 
great  fury.  However,  after  he  had  given 
ve;it  to  his  rage,  he  began  to  reflect,  that; 
leaving  the  pieces  there  on  the  ground  might 
lead  to  a  difcoveryof  what  he  had  been  at.  He 
therefore  looked  about  with  his  lanthorn,  and 
picked  them  all  up,  excepting  myfelf^  who 
had  rolled  into  a  corner,  and  thereby  efcaped 
his  notice.  Having  again  fcrewed  up  the 
coffin,  put  the  money  into  his  pocket,  and 
reltored  every  thing  to  its  right  pofition,  he 
quitted  ths  vault,  leaving  me  to  bemoan  my 
wr etched  fate. 

What 
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What  a  terrible  reverfe  of  fortune  was 
this  !  At  the  very  moment  I  was  exulting 
in  iny  delivery,  to  be  again  plunged  into 
defpair,  was  a  hard  fuiFering  indeed.  I  had 
efcaped  from  the  coffin,  it  was  true  ;  but  I 
was  very  little  better  off  in  my  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  as  thofe  gloomy  manfions  are  but  fel- 
•dom  vifited  by  the  living. 

I  had  three  months  leifure  to  enjoy  thefe 
melancholy  reflections,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  my  fpirits  were  a  little  raifed,  by  hearing 
the  vault  door  again  turn  on  its  hinges.  This 
was  was  no  lefs  a  perfon  than  the  grave-dig- 
ger himfelf,  who  was  come  into  the  vault  to 
make  room  for  another  coffin,  which  I  found 
was  to  be  depofitsd  there  that  night. 

My  fpirits  now  again  revived,  and  I  be- 
gan to  conceive  the  hope,  that  by  the  light 
of  the  torches  I  might  be  discovered  by  fome- 
body,  who  would  again  reft  ore  me  to  the 
enjoyment  of  day-light.  Luckily  for 
me,  the  fun  mono  uncommonly  bright, 
and  one  of  its  rays  darting  through  the  grat- 

V  ing 
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ing  of  the  door,  fell  directly  on  ray  polifhed 
lurface,  and  rendered  me  very  conspicuous 
to  the  eye. 

This  had  the  deiired  effect: ;  for  the  grave- 
digger  loon  efpytng  me,  advanced  towards 
me  with  hafty  fteps,  took  me  up,  looked  at 
me  and  fmiied,  and  then  put  me  into  his 
pocket.  My  heart  rebounded  with  joy,  and 
I  began  to  fay  again  to  myfelf,  "  What  a 
folly  it  is  to  defpair  ;  let  what  will  happen 
to  me  again,  I  will  live  in  hops,  and  wait 
patiently  for  a  reverfe  of  fortune  !" 

It  is  thus,  my  pretty  little  readers,  we 
conduct  ourfelves  in  every  condition  of  life, 
and  vary  our  opinions  as  our  circumstances 
alter.  In  the  time  of  profperity,  we  think 
little  of  adverfity,  we  think  there  will  be  no 
end  to  it.  What  trifling  circumftances  will 
frequently  difturb  the  minds  of  little  Mifs 
and  Mafter  !  A  rainy  day,  when  on  a  vifit 
or  a  party  of  plea/ure,  will  be  confidered  as 
an  intolerable  evil,  and  be  perhaps  as  much 
lamented  aslf  they  flood  in  need  of  a  meal, 
without  the  means  of  procuring  itj  from  ei- 
ther 
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money  or  friends.  My  dear  children,  guard 
againft  the  evils  which  imaginary  ills  bring 
along  with  them,  for  they  are  fometiines 
more  chagrining  than  real  misfortunes: 

But  to  return,  I  foon  faw  day-light,  and 
was  almoft  as  foon  difpofed  of,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  formerly  by  the  kennel-raker.  By 
this  time  misfortunes  had  a  great  deal  hum- 
bled my  pride,  and  I  every  day  began  to 
think  lefs  and  lefs  of  my  royalty.  I  did  not 
now  find  myfelf  any  ways  hurt  by  being 
jumbled  among  a  large  number  of  filver  and 
halfpence,  hardly  any  one  of  which,  but  my- 
felf, bore  the  genuine  (lamp  of  royalty,  being 
almoft  all  what  the  world  call  counterfeits. 

During  the  fpace  of  more  than  fix  months, 
I  moved  from  hand  to  hand,  fometimes  ten 
times  in  a  day,  without  flaying  long  enough 
in  any  fervice  to  make  observations  worthy 
of  recording.  Some  little  matters,  into 
whofe  hands  I  fell,  parted  with  me  immedi- 
ately for  the  moft  ufelefs  trifles,  not  being 
able  to  keep  a  penny  in  their  pockets  for  a 
moment. 

After 
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After  fome  little  time,  I  was  prefented  to 
a  fmart  young  gentleman,  who  received  the 
prcfent  with  a  great  deal  of  complaifance  ;, 
but,  before  he  put  me  into  his  pocket,,  he 
fpit  full  in  my  face.-  This  was  fuch  an 
affront  that  I  had  never  received  from  the 
moment  of  my  leaving  the  mines  of  Peru. 
I  afterwards  found  out,  however,  that  it 
was  Chriftmas-tinie,  and  that  I  being  the 
firft  Chriftmas-box  he  had  received,  he  had 
fpit  upon  meforjro04  luck  ! 

Though  this  difcovery  fomewhat  appeafed 
my  refentment,  and  though  I  continued  with 
him  a  great  while,  and  he  behaved  tolerably 
well,  yet  I  could  never  heartily  forgive  him. 
Having  met  with  no  difafter  for  a  long  time, 
I  began  to  forget  my  misfortunes,  and 
my  notions  of  my  own  dignity,  from  being 
flamped  with  royalty,  returned  at  a  great 
rate.  However,  I  would  advife  every  little 
Mafter,  never  to  fpit  in  the  face  of  any  one, 
for  thofe  affronts  are  hardly  ever  forgotten; 

After  pafling  through  various  hands,  I  at 
laft  made  fome  fey  with  a  fweet  pretty  little * 
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girl,  the  daughter  of  a  farmer,  who  had  ajfo 
another  child,  a  little  naughty  boy.  Pamela, 
the  name  of  this  little  girl,  was  about  ten 
years  of  age,  and  having  fometime  loft  her 
mama,  fhe  took  care  of  her  father's  farm- 
houfe  with  all  the  folidity  of  a  little  woman. 
George,  her  brother,  was  a.  veiy  mifchievous 
boy,  about  eight  years  old,  and  gave  poor 
Pamela  a  great  deal  of  trouble;  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  chapter  you  will  fee 
pretty  Pamela  feeding  th*  poultry  in  the 
form -yard. 
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Chapter  the  Fifth. 


MY  pretty  little  Miftrefs,  Pamela,  ufed' 
to  rife  every  morning  with  the  fun^ 
fweep  out  the  houfe,  and  put  it  into  the  niceil 
order,  and  then  feed  her  poultry,  while  the 
men  were  Tent  to  fetch  the  cows  and  milk 
them*  When  the  good  old  farmer  came 

home: 
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home  at  breakfaft  or  dinner  time,  he  always 
found  his  daughter  had  taken  care  to  make 
every  thing  ready.  Though  fhe  kept  the 
hcufe  in  order  herfelfj  Ihe  was  always  as 
neat  and  clean  as  any  lady  j  and  what  time 
ftie  had  to  fpare,  fhe  pafTed  in  reading  pretty 
books  of  amufement  and  inftru6tion. 

On  the  other  hand,  her  brother  George 
was  an  idle  and  indolent  boy,  who  would 
never  get  up  on  a  morning  without  being 
called,  and  not  always  even  then.  Pamela 
would  fometimes  catch  him  fucking  up  the 
eream,  till  he  was  fo  full  that  he  could  hard- 
ly wag.  On  thefe  occafions  (he  would  lay 
to  hinij  -  "  Fie,  George,  how  can  -you 
drink  up  the  cream  in  this  manner  !  Inftead 
of  having  plenty  of  butter  to  carry  to  mar- 
ket, we  Ifaall  not  have  enough  to  fpread  upon 
our  own  bread.  You  know..how  hard  your 
poor  father  works  to  pay  his  rent  and  fupport 
us.  You  muft  not  be  fo  naughty/' 

Sometimes  he  would  fuck  all  the  new-laid 
eggs,  and  al  other  fames  fteal  the  apples  his  fif- 
tci  had  put  «ut;  in.9r.dor  t9  fcn^ke  apuddin^  for 
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dinner,  and  then,  inftead  of  going  to  fchool, 
fit  for  a  whole  day  under  a  hedge,  ami  live 
upon  the  apples  he  had  ftolen. 

George  was  a  very  great  bird-nefler, 
as  they  are  called,  and  took  great  delight 
in  deltroying  the  eggs,  and  torturing  the 
young  ones.  However,  he  had  once  like 
to  have  paid  dear  for  that  kind  of  fport  ; 
for  having  robbed  a  rook  of  her  young 
ones,  while  he  was  torturing  them  in  a 
moft  cruel  manner,  the  old  one  flew  full 
in  his  face,  and  gave  him  a  peck  with  her 
bill  juft  over  his  eye,  very  narrowly 
milling  the  eye  itfelf. 

He  got  down  as  faft  he  could,  and  ran 
.home  bellowing  to  poor  Pamela,  who  dreiTed 
-the  wound,  and  took  as  much  care  of  him  a> 
if  he  had  been  the  beft  boy  in  the  world. 
"  This,  George,  (faid  flie  to  him)  is  a  juit 
punishment  for  your  cruelty.  If  you  give 
your  mind  to  act  in  this  naughty  and  wicked 
manner  God  will  not  love  you,  and  every  body 
will  hate  you."  It  was  a  long  while  before 
the  wound  got  healed,  and  he  fuffered  9 
D  great 
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great  deal  of  pain.  However,  it  perfectly 
iickend  him  from  ever  after  climbing  a  tree 
after  nefts. 

He  had  one  day  robbed  a  neighbour's 
orchard,  and  had  broken  off  fome  of  the 
young  boughs,  which  was  a  great  injury  to 
'he  trees.  The  neighbour  complained  of 
this  to  his  father,  who  fent  for  him,  and 
accufed  him  of  the  bad  action  ;  but  George 
flood  it  out,  that  he  never  was  in  the  garden 
in  his  life,  and  confequently  could  neither 
have  ftolcn  his  apples,  nor  broken  his 
boughs.  However,  the  farmer  brought 
proof  pofitjve  of  it,  when  his  father  faid  to 
him,  "  George,  had  you  confefied  the  fact, 
I  might  poifibly  have  forgiven  you,  or 
at  leaft  have  puniihed  you  but  flightly  ;  but 
frnce  I  find  you  have  told  me  a  lye,  I  will 
firft  beat  you  feverely  for  the  mifchief  you 
have  done  in  the  orchard,  and  then  beat  you 
more  feverely  for  the  lye  you  have  told  me." 
So  faying,  he  began  to  thrafh  him  moil 
heartily  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  poor  Pa- 
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m^la  interfering,  it  is  a  doubt  whether  he 
would  not  have  broken  fome  of  his  bones. 

Of  ail  things  in  the  world,  myjdear  little 
readers,  avoid  telling  a  lye.  It  is  an  old  and 
a  juft  faying,  "  Truth  m^y  be  blamed,  but 
need  not  be  afhamed."  In  the  cafe  of 
George,  had  he  cbnfefied  the  fa6r,  it  is  pro- 
bable, his  father  might  have  given  him  mode- 
rate correction  ;  but  by  his  (landing  in  a  lye, 
he  not  only  brought  on  himfelf  infamy  and 
difgrace,  but  even  double  punimment.  A 
little  boy  or  girl,  who  once  become  noticed 
for  telling  ftories,  will  foon  find  themfelves 
hated  by  all  the  world,  and  no  one  will 
kiiov/howto  believe  them  even  when  they 
fpeak  truth. 

Even  pretty  Pamela  herfelf  would  fome- 
times'  tell  ftories  to  fave  her  brother  from 
the  correction  he  deferved  :  for  fhe  was  a 
fenfible  girl,  and  knew  that  fo  much  beating 
only  hardened  him  in  his  wickednefs.  How- 
ever, though  her  motive  was  certainly  good, 
yet  to  tell  a  ftory  under  any  pretence  what- 
ever, is  not  juftifiable  ;  for  truth  is  of  fo 
P  2  facred 
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facred  a  nature,  that  it  ought  not  to  give  way 
to  any  confederations,  nor  be  preverted  on 
any  account. 

One  bad  action  naturally  leads  on  to  ano- 
ther, and  when  a  little  boy  has  once  learned 
to  play  truant,  tell  ftories,  and  be  guilty  of 
other  bad  actions,  they  will  foon  learn  to  be 
guilty  of  the  worft  they  can  be,  that  of  fteal  - 
ing.  Pamela  had  put  me  into  a  little  box 
by  myfelf,  and  fet  a  great  value  upon  me. 
Ker  brother  had  obferved  this,  and  determin- 
ed to  take 'the  fir  ft  "opportunity  of  feizing 
me. 

Though  Pamela  always  behaved  with  the 
greateft  tendernefs  to  her  brother,  yet  we 
generally  find,  that  bad  children  always  hate 
thofe  who  give  them  the  bed  advice,  and  fo 
did  this  unworthy  boy  'hate  his  dear  fifter, 
and  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  torment 
and  vex  her.  He  one  day  obferved,  that 
fbe  had  left  the  .draw  open  in  which  I  was 
kept,  and  he  embraced  this  opportunity  to 
feize  me,  and  immediately  fold  me  to  a  tra- 
velling pedlar  for  an  apple, 

I  was 
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I  was  three  years  in  the  fervice  of  the 
lovely  Pamela,  and  during  that  tirrra  never 
heard  her  fpeak  a  mils  word,  or  do  a  bad 
action.  In  what  manner  fhe  a£ced  on  imcl- 
ing  fhe  had  been  robbed  of  me,  I  know  not ; 
but  I  afterwards  heard,  that  her  father,  fear- 
ing George  would  come  to  a  difgraceful  end, 
lent  him  on  board  of  a  man  of  war,  in 
which  he  had  his  head  fhot  off  in  the  hrft 
engagement.  See,  my  pretty  readers,  what 
are  the  coniequences  of  being  a  naughty 
child.  It -is  a  fad  thing  to  have  ones  head 
fhot  off,  but  it  is  worfe  to  deferve  it.  Had 
George  been  a  good  boy,  he  would  have 
been  kept  at  home,  and  no  harm  probably 
would  have  happened  to  him. 

The  pedlar  who  bought  me,  foon  fold  me 
again  to  an  ignorant  country  girl  for  fix- 
pence,  telling  her  it  was  a  very  valuable  piece, 
becaufe  that,  fo  long  as  fhe  kept  it,  file 
would  never  be  without  money.  The  poor 
girl  imagined,  that  I  was  polTeiTed  of  fuch 
a,  charm,  that  ihe  had  only  to  wi£h  for  money, 
and  then  fhe  fhould  have  as  much  as  fhe 
D  3  pleafed. 
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pleafed.  But  I  dare  fay  my  pretty  readers 
know  very  well  what  he  meant,  that  while 
file  kept  me,  {he  could  not  be  without  upsmiyy 
becaufe  fuch  was  my  value. 

People  paffed  fo  many  hard  jokes  upon  the 
poor  girl  for  her  fimplicity,  thaj:  fhe  foon 
ibid  me  again  for  a  penny,  and  was  thus  five- 
pence  lofer  by  the  bargain.  Permit  me,  my 
pretty  readers,  here  to  make  one  cbfervation. 
It  is  a  very  wrong  thing  for  little  Mailers  or 
Mifles  to  make  game  of  the  ignorance  of 
poor  people,  who  may  not  have  had  the  fame 
advantages  of  obtaining  an  education  as  they 
have  enjoyed.  Ignorance  is  only  to  be 
fported  with  when  it  is  accompanied  with 
obflinacy  and  ill  manners.  It  is  not  every  one 
who  can  afford  to  buy  little  books  in  gilt 
bindings,  nor  can  every  one  afford  to  pay  a 
fchool-mafter.  It  would  be  much  better, 
therefore,  to  make  thefe  poor  people  a  pre- 
ient  of  proper  books,  rather  than  turn  them 
into  ridicule  for  what  they  cannot  help.  Poor 
Tommy  Monk  made  a  very  wife  reply  to 
Matter  Thurlow,  who  joked  poor  Tommy 

for 
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for  not  being  able  to  read.  "  Had  I  beeri 
blefTed  (faidhe)  with  rich  parents  as  ydur;s, 
I  fhouid  perhaps  now  have  been  able  to 
laugh  at  you  and  at  your  knowledge." 

I  afterwards  palled  through  a  variety  of 
hands,  fometimes  treated  with  contempt  and 
indifference,  and  fometimes  highly  valued 
and  efteemed  ;  and  this  laft  was  generally 
the  cafe  when  I  got  into  the  hands  of  a  little 
Mifs,  The  little  boys  feldom  kept  me  long$ 
as  I  was  frequently  bartered  away  for  mar- 
bles or  tops  i  and  certain  I  am,  had  I  beeri 
lead,  I  ihould  have  been  melted  into  a  dump; 

I  had  now  paiTed  fome  years  without 
meeting  with  any  material  accident  j  but  a 
tery  terrible  one  was  haftily  approaching  me, 
I  was  again  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a"  very 
naughty  boy,  who  had  been  fpoiled  in  his 
infancy  by  the  over  fondnefs  of  his  parents. 
It  is  a  fad  thing  for  parents  to  indulge  their 
children  too  much,  by  fufFering  them  to  be 
their  own  mafters,  and  the  mailers  of  every 
one  elfe  in  the  hcufe,  fmce  the  worft  of  ills 
D  4  muft 
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muff:    certainly    follow    fuch    a    miftaken 
conduct. 

Mailer  Billy  Headftrong,  the  litde  gen- 
tleman I  am  fpeaking  of,  was  permitted  to 
i  and  domineer  over  the  fervants,  and 
even  to  call  them  bad  names,  at  which  his 
papa  and  mama,  inftead  of  correcting  him, 
would  laugh  at  what  they  called  hisfpiritand 
ii/elinefs.  He  was  one  morning  fitting  up 
in  bed,  and  grinding  a  large  quantity  of 
gunpowder  in  a  coffee-mill.  The  footman 
ceil  red  him  to  delift  from  fo  dangerous  a  pro- 
ceeding, but  he  bid  him  go  about  hrs 
bufmtis  for  a  fool.  The  footman  did  fo,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  the  mill  took  fire,  burfted, 
Jtiliecl  him,  and  fet  fire  to  the  curtains. 


Chapter 
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Chapter  the  Sixth. 


TH  E    curtains  burnt  fo  furioufiyj  that 
they  inilantly  fet  fire  to  the  wainicot, 
and    notwithftanding  all  the  ailiftance  that 
could  be  given   the  whole  houie  was    foon 
in    a   flame,  as    you  here  fee.     Now  all 

this 
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this  was  the  confequence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs; 
Headftrong's  giving  their  fon  fo  much 
liberty,  and  granting  him  fo  much  indulgence. 
Had  the  footman  dared  to  have  taken  from 
him  the  cofFee^mill,  he  would  not  only  have 
faved  the  life  of  their  fon,  but  have  prefer  v- 
ed  the  houfe  alfo  from  being  burnt  \  for 
burnt  it  was  dqwn  to  the  ground. 

My  pretty  readers,  never  meddle  with 
gunpowder,  for  innumerable  are  the  aoci  -• 
dents  it  occafions.  Matter  Wilfon^  with 
whom  I  once  lived,  was  one  day  making 
fome  ferpents,  when  he  thought  the  powder 
was  got  damp.  He  accordingly  laid  it  be- 
fore the  fire  to  dry,  and  as  he  was  ftooping 
down  to  look  at  it,  a  fpark  flew  out  of  the 
fire,  and  up  went' the  gunpowder  into  the 
little  boy's  face.  Though  it  luckily  happen- 
ed to  be  no  great  quantity,  yet  it  fetched  all 
the  fkin  off  his  face,  and  blinded  him  for 
near  a  month. 

I  think,  by  this  time,  my  pretty  little 
readers  will  begin  to  make  fome  enquiry 
after  what  became  of  their  old  friend,  the. 

Silver 


SILVER    PENNY.     59 

Silver  Penny,  amidft  that  fcene  of  confufion, 
which  Ib  dreadful  a  fire  mufl  have  occafion- 
ed. 

To  be  buried  alive,  to  be  fure,  is  much 
worfe  than  to  be  burnt  to  death  :  1  had  ex- 
perienced the  former,  and  had  now  a  tafte  of 
the  latter.  It  is  the  way  of  the  world  always 
to  confider  the  prefent  evil  as  the  worfr, 
however  light  and  trifling  it  may  be  ;  though 
it  mult  by  every  one  be  confefled,  that  to  be 
in  the  middle  of  a  houfe,  furrounded  on  all 
hands  by  fire,  is  a  matter  neither  light  nor 
trifling. 

Though  Matter  Headftrong  was  very  fond 
of  me  when  I  firft  came  into  his  poikffion, 
yet  he  foon  grew  tired  of  me,  and  threw  me 
into  a  little  iilver  fnuff-box,  in  which  were 
fome  little  gentlemen  like  myfelf,  bearing 
the  royal  badge  of  the  kings  of  France,  Spain, 
and  other  kingdoms.  Though  my  vanity 
was  highly  flattered  by  being  in  iuch  noble 
company,  yet  that  by  no  means  leflened  my 
apprehensions  for  my  alarming  fituation,  as 
you  may  be  allured,  rny  pretty  readers,  there 

could 


60    ADVENTURES    OF    A 

could  be  no  confolation  in  being  burnt  in 
royal  company. 

As  the  flames  fpread,  my  terror  increafed  ; 
but,  before  the  fire  actually  reached  me,  the 
main  beams  of  the  houfe  gave  way,  and 
down  I  went  even  to  the  cellar,  and  covered 
in  the  ruins.  In  my  fall,  I  and  my  companions 
knocked  our  royal  heads  together,  and 
would  have  readily  given  up  all  our  royalty 
to  be  fafe  out  of  the  ruins.  But  there  we 
lay  covered  with  an  immenfe  weight  of  wood, 
bricks,  and  ftone,  and  though  not  abfolutely 
bu  rnt,  yet  almoft  fuffocated,  and  nearly  melted 
with  the  heat. 

The  French  Penny  called  out  to  his 
Grand  Mwarch,  and  the  Spaniard  to  his 
Moft  Catholic  Majcfty^  to  afHft  them  ;  but  I, 
who  had  feen  a  good  deal  of  the  world, 
bore  my  fufrering  patiently,  as  I  well  knew 
that  neither  the  king  of  France  or  Spain,  or 
even  king  George,  my  noble  and  glorious 
mafter,  could  afford  us  any  afliftance. 

In  this  melancholy  fituation,  uncertain 
whether  I  fhould  ever  again  fee  the  day-light, 

fix 
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fix  tedious  months  wore  away,  at  the  end  of 
which  we  heard  the  joyful  found  of  a  pick- 
axe over  our  heads,  and  labourers  whirling 
and  finging  at  their  work.  Though  we  doubt- 
ed not,  but  that  they  were  bricklayers, 
employed  to  clear  away  the  rubbifh,  and  re-  . 
build  the  houfe,  yet  we  had  every  thing  to 
fear  from  the  violence  we  might  receive 
in  the  courfe  of  beng  dug  out. 

At  the  end  of  three  days,  they  approached 
fo  near  us,  that  the  found  of  the  pick-axe 
echoed  on  all  fides  of  us,  and  filled  us  with 
terror  for  the  injuries  we  were  expofed  to. 
In  fact,  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day, 
down  came  the  point  of  the  pick-axe  into  the 
box  in  which  we  lay,  when  the  poor  French- 
man was  (hivered  to  pieces,  the  Spaniard's 
fkull  fractured,  and  every  one,  excepting 
myfelf,  was  more  or  lefs  wounded. 

In  a  moment  every  thing  was  filent,  and 
the  found  of  neither  pick-axe  nor  fhovel  was 
to  be  heard.  They  picked  up  the  joyful 
prize,  and  divided  it  among  them3  when  I 

had 
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had  the  happinefs  gently  and  unhurt  to  glide 
into  the  pocket  of  one  of  the  labourers. 

What  became  of  my  companions,  I  never 
heard  ;  but  as  for  myfelf,  after  fo  long  and 
terrible  a  confinement,  even  a  bricklayer's 
pocket  appeared  to  me  as  a  palace.  I 
did  not  long  continue  in  that  pocket  ;  for  a 
gentleman's  fervant  having  treated  my 
matter  with  a  luncheon  of  cold  meat 
and  a  pitcher  of  ale,  he  made  a  prefent  of 
me 'in  return;  and  my  new  mafter  directly 
prefented  me  to  his  fweetheart,  Dolly  the 
houfe-maid,  who  received  me  with  ali  the 
civility  imaginable. 

Being  now  once  more  fafely  houfed,  and 
my  mind  perfectly  at  reft,  permit  me,  my 
pretty  little  readers,  to  addrefs  you.  I  doubt 
not  but  it  gives  you  great  pleafure  to  fee 
your  poor  Silver  Penny  fo  fortunately  re- 
lieved from  his  confinement.  You  have 
feen  with  what  patience  I  bore  my  laft  misr 
fortune  j  for  experience  had  taught  me,  that 
it  is  idle  to  grieve  at  what  we  cannot  re- 
move j  and  though,  as  feme  people  fay. 
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there  is  a  pleafure  in  complaining,  yet  I  am 
fure  that  pleafure  can  procure   only  pain. 

Surely  nothing  can  be  more  pleafing, 
than  to  fee  a  little  Mifs  or  Mafter  bear  mo- 
mentary pain  with  courage  and  fortitude. 

But  I  will  now  give  you  the  hiftory  of 
John  the  footman,  and  DolJy  the  houfe- 
rnaid,  who,  as  I  before  told  you,  were  fweet- 
hcarts,  and,  as  I  fmce  find,  were  aftei wards 
married,  and  lived  very  happily  together. 
Dolly  was  a  very  fweet-temperecl  girl,  and 
withal  very  fenfible.  John  was  a  very  fen- 
fible  young  fellow,  but  r-tlicr  too  ambi- 
tious. 

"  What  a  fine  thing  it  is  o  be  rich  !  (faid 
John  to  Doily  one  day,  as  they  were  fitting 
together.)  How  pretty  it  would  be  to  keep  a 
coach,  to  have  horfes  to  drag  one  where  we 
pleafed,  and  to  have  fervants'  to  attend  us, 
and  do  juil  as  we  commanded  them.  It  is  a 
pity  there  iliould  be  fiich  an  inequality  among 
people  !" 

"  You  talk  like  a  fimpleton,  (replied  Dolly. ) 
There  are  not  fuch  charms  in  riches  as  you 
feem  to  imagine  -3  on,  the  contrary,  they  of- 
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ten  bring  with  them  great  cares  and  anxie- 
ties. Thole  who  want  neither  victuals, 
drink,  nor  cloathing,  which  I  am  fure  yo  u 
do  not,  are  infinitely  richer  than  thofe  who 
have  wealth  and  cannot  enjoy  it.  Wealth 
will  buy  neither  health  nor  peace  of  mind. 
As  to  keeping  your  coach,  God  has  pleafed 
to  give  you  legs  to  walk  with,  and  walking 
is  far  more  wholefomc  than  riding.  A  coach 
only  produces  indolence,  and  indolence 
brings  on  the  moft  fatal  diforders.  As  to 
having  fervants  to  attend  you,  where  would 
you  find  them,  if,  according  to  your  own 
wifti,  mankind  was  more  upon  a  level  r" 

<c  But  yet,  Dolly,  (faid  John)  how  often 
am  I  obliged  to  go  fatiguing  journies  with 
my  mailer,  follow  him  through  all  weathers, 
and  even  to  blackhis  fhoes  !" 

"  True,  (replied  Dolly)  you  go  many 
fatiguing  journies,  but  does  not  your  mafter 
do  the  fame  ?  you  follow  him  through  all 
weathers  ;  but  you  are  properly  clothed, 
and  as  well  fed,  As  to  blacking  your  maf- 
ter's  fhoes,  what  is  there  in  that  f 

There 
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"  There  are  many    people,    who  ride  in 
manmhcent  carriages,  and  yet  are  little  bet- 
ter "than   Ihoe-blacks  -  to  minifters  of  ftate. 
As  the  proverb  fays,    c  all  is  not  gold  that 
glitters,'  and  thofe  nigh  and  exalted  ftntions, 
which  people  are  ib  apt  to  envy,  are  in  re- 
ality often  more  defer  ving  of  our  pity.   There 
is  no  life  more  eafy  and  comfortable   than  a 
wife  fervant  in  a  good  place  :     they  eat  and  • 
drink  as  well   as   their  mailers,    and   have 
nothing  to  difturb  their  n.-il  ;  while    their 
mailers,  perhaps,  are  a  prey    to  a  tho- 
inquietudes,    and  are   filled  with  a  th«. 
fears  and  appreherifions,   arifmg  either  from 
ambition,  imaginary  or  real 

"  But,  Dolly,  (laid  John)  a  rich  man  can 
go  where  he  pleales,  and  partake  of  number- 
lefs  recreations  to  pafs  away  his  time  chear- 
fully!" 

"  Still  you  are  wrong,  (replied  Dolly)  I 
have  heard  you  often  fay,  that  too  much  of 
one  thing  is  good  for  notb in.  .  [f  iu  en- 
quire in  what  manner  forne  rich  pe  ,.>;c  em 
ploy  their  time,  you  would  not  envy  their 
E  enjoyments. 
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enjoyments.  For  variety  fake,  they  turn 
night  into  day,  and  afucceffive  round  of  the 
fame  thing  tires  and  naufeates.  Their  ftudy 
may  be  faid  to  be,  rather  how  they  (hall  pafs 
away  time,  than  how  they  fhall  enjoy  it. 
You  well  know,  that  the  moft  fumptuous 
houfes,  and  the  moft  beautiful  profpects, 
ceale  to  attract  our  notice  as  foon  as  we  are 
grown  familiar  to  them." — Here  the  bell 
rune;,  and  John  was  obliged  to  go  to  his 


(lifter 
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Chapter  the  Seventh. 


SE  E  how  comfortably  John  and  Dolly 
were  talking  together  before  the  bell 
rung  ;  but  that  difturbed  them,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  defer  their  converfation  till 
another  opportunity.  However,  as  I  fell  in- 
to other  hands  before  they  had  any  other  par- 
ticular interview,  I  can.  fay  nothing  about 
that,  £  £  Dolly's 
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Dolly's  young  miftrefs,  who  was  brought 
up  at  a  boarding-  fchool,  coming  home  in 
the  holidays,  Dolly  made  a  prefent  of  me  to 
Mifs  ;  and  I  cannot  deny,  that  my  vanity 
was  more  flattered  by  being  in  the  pofie/Tion 
of  the  young  miftrcfs,  than  by  being  dandled 
about  in  the  {pocket  of  the  maid.  This 
pretty  Mifs  was  named  Caroline,  and  fhe 
had  a  little  brother  named  Benjamin. 

Mifs  Caroline,  though,  upon  the  whole,  a 
very  good  girl,  had  neverthelefs  fome  fparks 
of  pride  about  her,  and  was  apt  to  be  paf- 
fionate,  and  fometimes  very  obftinate. 
Mafter  Benjamin,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
every  thing  that  was  affable  and  good-natu- 
red; was  as  complaifant  to  the  fervants  as 
he  was  to  his  parents,  and  was  always  ready 
to  do  any  thing  to  oblige  the  meaneft  perfon. 

But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  Mafter 
Benjamin  was  brought  up  at  home,  which 
Mifs  Caroline  was  not;  and  it  often  happens, 
that  children  educated  from  home  imbibe 
notions  very  different  to  what  their  parents 
.would  wife  them  to  have,  and  indeed  very 
contrary  to  what  they  ought  to  have* 
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Notwithftanding  the  young  miftrefs  and 
maid  were  upon  very  good  terms,  yet 
Dolly  having  by  fome  means  offended  Mifs, 
fhe  gave  Dolly  a  flap  on  the  face.  The 
maid  did  not  like  this  treatment,  and  com- 
plained of  it  to  Mifs  Caroline's  mama,  who 
was  very  angry,  and  fent  for  Mils  Caroline. 
Mifs  knew  on  what  account  fhe  was  fent 
for,  and  at  firft  refufed  to  go  :  but  her  bro- 
ther Benjamin,  by  his  tears  and  entreaties, 
prevailed  on  her  to  obey  her  mama's  fum  - 
mons.  Dolly  now  began  to  be  forry  that 
fhe  had  taken  any  notice  of  the  affront5  but 
it  was  too  late.' 

As  foon  as  Mifs  Caroline  had  approached 
her  mama,  which  fhe  did  rather  in  a  fullen 
manner,  her  mama  thus  addreffed  her  :  "  I 
am  forry  to  hear,  Caroline,  that  fo  foon  after 
your  coming  home,  you  mould  tarnifh 
your  good  manners,  by  prefuming  to  give 
Dolly  a  flap  on  the  face.  Had  fhe  done  any 
thing  juftiy  to  offend  you,  you  mould  have  in- 
formed me  of  it,  and  I  would  have  fupported 
your  conduct.  Though  you  are  a  Mifs,  and 
ihe  but  a  fervant,  yet  remember,  that  it  is 


70    ADVENTURES    OF   A 

chance  only  that  has  made  that  difference 
between  you,  and  that  in  the  courfe  of  much 
lefs  than  an  hundred  years,  you  will  both  be 
upon  a  level.  I  fee  pride  is  the  cauie  of 
itj  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  par. 
conquer  the  nrftfparks  of  pride  in  their  crni- 
dren.  I  infift,  therefore,  upon  your  afking 
Dolly's  pardon  for  the  affront  you  gave  her, 
and  do  not  fee  my  face  again  till  you  have 
done  it." 

<c  Indeed,  mama,  (faid  Caroline,)  I  can- 
not think  of  afkiriga  lervant  maid's  pardon  : 
I  never  do  Co 'at  fchool.  I  will  give  her  all 
the  apples  and  cakes  I  have,  and  even  all 
my  money  ;  but  I  beg  you  will  excufe  my 
aiking  her  pardon.'* 

"  I  infift  (faid  the  lady)  on  my  commands 
being  punctually  obeyed.  Be  gone  this  mo- 
ment into  your  own  room,  and  there  you 
fhall  ftay,  without  the  leaft  refremment  till 
your  proud  ftomach  comes  down,  for  I  will 
be  obeyed." 

Poor  Caroline  curtfied,  and  retired, 
while  her  brother,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 

took 
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took  hold  of  her  little  hand,  and  followed 
her  into  banifhment.  He  was  a  fweet  boy, 
and  loved  his  fifter  tenderly  ;  but  he  did  not 
attempt  to  juftify  his  fifter  in  what  fhe  had 
done,  becaufe  he  knew  it  was  wrong. 

Dolly  was  now  exceedingly  vexed,  that 
fhe  had  made  any  complaint  about  the  mat- 
ter, and  went  in  to  her  lady,  when  me  offered 
to  go  down  upon  her  knees,  if  fhe  would  but 
forgive  Mifs  Caroline.  "  Doliy,  (faid  the 
lady  to  her)  after  Caroline  fkuck  you  in  the 
face,  I  mould  have  teen  very  angry  with  you, 
had  you  ftruck  her  again  ;  but  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  coming  to  tell  me  of  it. 
"What  I  ioipofe  upon  her  as  a  punilhrnent  is 
neither  heavy  nor  grievous;  for  having  of- 
fended you,  the  leaft  fhe  can  do  is  to  afk 
your  pardon.  After  having  refolved  that, 
iiich  fhall  be  the  cafe,  it  would  have  a  very ' 
bad  effect  were  I  to  give  up  the  point.  In 
punifhing  her  pride  in  this  firft  inftance,  I 
fhall  fave  myfelf  much  care  and  uneafmefs 
hereafter,  as  I  dare  fay  fhe  will  afterwards 
never  be  guilty  of  the  like  again,  You  will 
E  4.  therefore 
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therefore  retire,    and  leave  me  to  fettle  this 
bulmefs." 

In  the  mean  time,  poor  Benjamin  was  do- 
,  ing  every  thing  he  could  to  perfuade  his  f;f- 
tcr  !;o  fubjnit.    "  My  fweet  pretty  Caroline, 
yea  know,  (faid  he)  that  it  istonopurpofe  to 
be  cbftir.-rite  ;  for  mama  will  be  obeyed.   As 
.  bmit  at  lafl,  it  will  be  more  cre- 
to  do  it  as  fbon  as  poifible.   Ko- 
be "gotten  by  obitinacy,  and    I 
:  be  forry  to  have  my  dear  filler  con- 
lidered  as  an  obflinate  girl." 

-  was  not,  however,  to  be  perfuade J, 

end  flie  faid  (he  would  never  be  fo  mean  as 

;i  fcrvant's  pardon.      She  faid  (he  was 

le  fhe  had  been  guilty  of  a  rude  action  ; 

!  but  then  the   puriifnment   ihe  thought  too 

fevere. 

Matters  went  on  in  this  manner  till  din- 
ner time,  when  a  fine  plateful  of  roaft  few], 
and  another  orVoofebcrry  pie,  were  fent  upfor 
Benjamin's  dinner,  with  fhicl:  orders,  that 
i  Mils  Caroline  fhould  have  none  of  it.  Her 
brother,  however,  defired  flie  would  eat 

part 
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part  of  it,  which  ilie  refufed,  faying, 
"  Mama  has  ordered  that  I  fhall  have 
none  of  it,  and  why  ihould  I  wifh  you  to  in- 
cur her  difpleafure  by dil'ubeying  her?  It  is 
enough  for  one  of  us  to  fufterthat  unhappi- 
nefs.  Ear  heartily,  my  dear  brother,  and 
mcuhgood  may  it  do  you.  It  will  fatisfy  me 
to  fee  you  eat." 

u  No,  (laid  Benjamin)  if  you  will  not  eat^ 
neither  will  I.  We  will  ftarve  together. 
You  through  obftinacy,  and  I  through  love 
for  my  fifler.  But  1  know  not  what  the 
world  will  fay  of  us  after  we  fhall  both  be 
dead  and  buried." 

It  was  too  much  for  Caroline  to  think  of 
itr.rving  her 'dear  brother  to  death  ,  for  they 
loved  each  other  very  tenderly..  She  flew 
to  her  brother,  threw  her  arms  about  his 
neck,  and  cried  moft  terribly.  "  Go,  (faid 
fhe)  my  dear  Benny,  and  tell  my  dear  ma- 
ma, that  I  will  do  whatever  fhe  pleaies  ;  I 
will  even  afk  Dolly's  pardon  on  my  knees, 
if  ihe  requires  it !" 

Benjamin  went  immediately  to  acquaint 

his 
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his  mama  with  his  fitter's  repentance,  when 
all  parties  were  had  up  into  the  dining-room, 
and  Mifs  Caroline  very  humbly  afked  pardon 
of  Dolly  for  the  offence  fhe  had  given  her. 
'Dolly,  as  I  before  told  you,  was  a  very  fenfible 
girl,  and  feemed  very  uneafy  that  Mifs 
Caroline  fhould  be  reduced  to  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion. 

As  foon  as  Dolly  was  gone,  the  lady 
kifTed  her  pretty  \daughter,  and  thus  fpoke 
to  her.  "  My  dear  Caroline,  I  now  heartily 
forgive  you,  and  I  (hall  never  tell  you  of  it 
hereafter  j  but  I  could  have  wifhed,  that  you 
had  ;n  idc  this  confellion  at  firft.  Obftinacy 
is  a  terrible  thing,  and  often  does  a  perfon  a 
great  deal  of  mifchief.  You  may  be  allured, 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  par  nt  to 
enforce  obedience  to  their  commands  ;  and 
fuch  people  can  have  very  little  regard  for 
their  children,  who  fuffer  them  to  have  too 
much  their  own  way,  fince,  in  the  end,  it 
not  only  makes  fuch  children  unhappy,  but 
often  covers  the  grey  neads  of  their  parents 
with  forrow,  After  what  has  paiTed  between 

us 
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us  this  day,  I  think,  or  at  leaft  hope,  that 
nothin.  pore  ci"  '..ie  fort  w:M  ever  happen 
again.  y 

.-  Caroline  proir.ifeu  mat  ih -"  :vould  in 
future  be  a  very  good  girl,  and  Milter  Ben- 
jam  in  offered  to  be  feourity  f:r  her  good  be- 
haviour. All  matters  were  ,  oiade 
up,  and  theie  pretty  •  little  Ct&  being 
both  very  huiury,  tiiey  fate  ccwi.  to  the 
goofeberry  pie,  .  a  line  hole  in 
it. 

I  continu  Alifs's  purfe  du- 

ring the  greater  paitof  ijie  holidays,  till  one 
day,  walking  out  wit^  ner  brother,  they  met 
a  poor  country  girl,  \vrrofe  parents  had  been 
dead  iome  time,  and  ihe  was  reduced  to  the 
neceility  of  going  into  the  nelds  to  weed,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  fcanty  fupport ;  for  fhe 
was  one  of  thofe  good  giris,  that  would  ra- 
ther do  any  thing  that  was  honefr,  than  be 
troublefome  to  a  parilh. 

Matter  Benjamin  fadly  lamented,  that  he 
had  not  even  a  iingle  halfpenny  in  his  pock- 
et, and  pretty  Caroline,  having  nothing  but 

your 
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your  humble  fervant,  Mr.  Silver  Penny,  in 
her  pocket,  ihe  gave  me  to  the  poor  girl, 
though  ihe  would  not  have  parted  with  me, 
without  much  regret,  on  any  other  occafion. 
She  likewife  fent  her  home  to  her  mama's, 
where  (he  got  plenty  of  provihons,  till  ihe 
was  better  provided  for. 

I  ihould  certainly  have  felt  fome  uneafl- 
nefs  in  leaving  the  fweet  and  amiable  Mils 
Caroline,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  poor 
girl,  had  not  my  prefent  little  ragged  mi- 
itrefs  been  an  object  of  real  charity.  Her 
fate  was  lamentable,  and  as  her  hiffory  has 
in  it  fomething  remarkable,  a«d  may  be  of 
ufe  to  my  pretty  little  readersa  I  (hall  begin 
my  next  chapter  with  it. 


Chapter 
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Chapter  the  Eighth. 


THE  pretty  but  unfortunate  FloreJla, 
whofe  pidture  you  here  fee,  was  the 
only  child  of  a  wealthy  farmer,  who  ciirJ 
Toon  after  poor  Florella  was  born,  and  his 
wife  did  not  furvive  him  above  a  twelve- 
month. What  a  terrible  thing  it  muflbe  to 
lofe  our  parents  at  fo  tender  an  age  !  How- 
ever careful  guardians  may  be  of  the  little 

ones 
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ones  entrufted  to  their  care,  flill  there  is 
nothing  like  a  father  or  a  mother. 

Florella's  father,  at  his  death,  had  taken 
every  precaution  a  good  man  could,  in  or- 
der to  fecure  every  thing  properly  to  his 
wife  and  infant  daughter.  He  appointed  a 
very  worthy  gentleman  his  executor,  and 
Florella's  mother  at  her  death  confirmed 
her  hufband's  choice,  by  leaving  her  daugh- 
ter entirely  to  the  care  of  this  gentleman. 

Florella,  who  was  as  yet  too  young  to  be 
fenfible  of  her  lofs,  was  taken  home  to  this 
gentleman's  houfe,  where  ihe  was  treated  as 
one  of  his  own  children.  As  the  intereft  of 
my  little  Miftrefs's  fortune  would  but  barely 
pay  for  her  board,  clothes,  and  education, 
this  good  gentleman  managed  every  thing 
in  the  moft  frugal  manner  j  and,  as  Florella 
grew  up,  he  obliged  her  to  attend  to  little 
matters  in  the  domeftic  line.  He  ufed  to 
fay,  that  let  children  have  what  fortune  they 
will  in  expectation,  they  ought  to  be 
brought  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  may 
know  how  to  liye  without  it, 

How 
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How  uncertain  is  human  life  !  This 
gentleman,  unhappily  for  Florella,  died 
when  (lie  was  but  lix  years  of  age  ;  but  he 
had  taken  care,  as  he  thought,  while  on  his 
death-bed,  to  place  both  her  and  her  fortune 
in  fuch  hands  as  would  take  care  of  them. 
Florella  tenderly  loved  this  gentleman,  and 
cried  bitterly  at  his  death ;  for  he  had  been 
to  her  both  father  and  mother. 

Her  new  guardian  turned  out  to  be  a  man 
of  a  gay  turn  of  mind,  and  thought  that 
Florella's  fortune  entitled  her  to  a  boarding- 
fchooi  education.  She  was  accordingly  dref- 
fqd  up  properly,  and  fent  to  one  of  thofe 
fchools  where  the  art  of  adorning  the  perfon, 
of  learning  to  walk  in  the  moft  graceful  and 
majeftic  manner,  and  other  fuch  fuperficial 
accomplimments,  are  more  attended  to  than 
the  principles  of  a  proper  and  found  educa- 
tion. 

Florella's  grief  for  the  lofs  of  her  old 
guardian  every  day  diminifhed,  on  perceiv- 
ing in  what  a  different  manner  ihe  was 
treated  by  her  new  one.  She  thought  ihe 

had 
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had  been  ufed  ill,  in  being  kept  fo  long  em- 
ployed in  knitting  and  fpirming,  which  /he 
now  confidered  as  employments  beneath  her. 
You  fee,  my  pretty  reader?,  how  eafily 
pride  creeps  into  the  youthful  heart,  nnd 
chokes  thofe  feeds  of  prudence  and  induftry, 
which  our  parents  or  friends  have  perhaps 
been  taking  the  greateft  care  to  cultivate 
and  improve  !  Pride  is  the  forerunner  of 
every  ir.ifchief,  of  every  evil,  and  of  every 
calamity,  we  areexpofcd  to  in  this  life. 

Florella,  however,  was  a  good  girl  at 
heart  :  fhe  was  of  a  fweetand  amiable  tem- 
per, and  was  beloved  by  every  one  in  the 
fchocl.  She  attended  more  to  her  books 
than  moft  of  the  others  did,  and  feemed  ex- 
ceedingly fond  of  her  needle  5  fhe  danced 
admirably,  and  played  on  her  fpinnet  prettily. 
It  was  often  a  moft  cutting  circumftance  to 
poor  Florella,  to  fee  the  parents  and  friends 
of  the  other  fcholars  come  to  carefs  them, 
igand  bring  them  prefents,  while  (he,  poor 
girl,  had  neither  father  nor  mother,  brother 
nor  fifter. 

I  could 
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I  could  wifh,  my  pretty  readers,  to  leave 
my  dear  Florella  in  this  Situation,  even  fur- 
rounded,  as  me  fometimes  was,  with  thefe 
melancholy  arid  gloomy  reflections;  but, 
alas  !  there  is  a  dreadful  tale  to  follow,  and 
I  have  undertaken  the  fad  tafk  to  relate  it. 
Let  me  firft  ftop  a  while,  and  eafe  my  heart 
with  a  tear. 

Matters  went  on  in  this  manner  till  fhc 
reached  the  age  of  twelve  years.  The  ho- 
lidays approached,  and  Floreila  fet  off  to  pafs 
the  recefs  at  the  houfe  of  her  guardian.  On 
her  arrival  there,  me  found  the  houfe  {hut 
up  ;  and  upon  enquiring  the  caufe  was  told, 
that  her  guardian,  having  fquandered  away 
all  hrs  fortune,  was  run  away  in  debt. 

What  a  terrible  fituation  for  a  girl  thu$ 
brought  up !  What  was  fhe  to  do,  and 
where  was  fhe  to  go?  She  could  not  expect 
to  be  again  received  at  the  fchool,  as  large 
arrears  were  due  there,  and  (he  had  no  home 
where  {he  then  was.  She  fvvooned,  and . 
fell  motionlefs  to  the  ground. 

As  foon  as  fhe  recovered  her  fenfes,  {he 
F  found 
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found  herfelf  in  the  cottage  of  a  poor  day- 
labouring  man,  who  earned  a  fcanty  main- 
tenance by  working  in  the  fields.  The 
poor  woman  found  her  in  a  ftale  of  infen- 
iibilty,  and  had  prevailed  on  her  hu (Land  to 
carry  her  and  her  bundle  to  their  hcufc. 
Thee  poor  but  good  people  did  every  thing 
In  their  power  to  appeufe  the  tempeft  in  her 
heart  \  but  (he  remained  for  fome  days  in  a 
fbite  nearly  bordering  on  infeniibility. 

However,  time,  and  a  fenfe  of  her  fitua- 
ation,  brought  her  to  herfelf,  when  fhe  foon 
became  feniible,  that  fome  resolution  mutt 
be  fpeedily  taken.  Long  was  the  flruggle 
between  pride  and  neceility  !  but  fhe  at  lalt 
determined,  to  fell  the  boarding-fchool 
clothes  fhe  then  had  on,  buy  a  meaner  ap- 
parel, and^  in  that  difguife,  feek  her  liveli- 
hood by  working  in  the  fields  with  her  poor 
-friend  and-  his  wife. 

Think,  my  dear  pretty  reader?,  what 
muft  have  been  the  feelings  of  fo  fweet  and 
amiable  a  girl.  One  day,  the  fine  lady  of  a 
boarding-fchool,  enjoying  all  the  pleafures 
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and  the  comforts  of  life,  and  feeding  on  the 
choiceil  providers  ;  the  next  day  a  wanderer 
-in  the  fields,  expoicd  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  elements,  and  living  on  the  coarfeft  food  ! 
Remember,  my  dear  little  readers,  the  fate 
of  Florella  !  Lxuit  not  in  the  hour  of 
profperity,  left  that  of  adverlity  fhould  be 
near  at  hand,  and  flint  not  your  little  hearts 
agaiml  the  tendereft  feelings  for  the  wretched 
and  unfortunate. 

The  poor  labourer  and  his  wjt1|>  wifely 
concluded  between  themfeives,  that  Florelia, 
would  never  be  able  to  endure  the  fatigue 
of  working  in  the  fields,  and  therefore  con*, 
eluded,  that  it  would  be  better  to  employ 
her  at  home  in  knitting  and  fpinning,  by 
v/nich  fhe  would  be  able  to  earn  nearly"  as 
much.  This  was  accordingly  pnt  in  practice,, 
and  Florella  foon  reconciled  herfelf  to  her 
new  employment,  and  to  live  on  butier-millc 
and  potatoes,  feldorn  knowing  what  the  tails 
of  meat  was. 

In  this  manner  {he  lived  wLth  thefe  peo- 
ple till  fhe  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  when 
F  2,  the 
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the  man  and  his  wife  both  dying  of  a  fever, 
fhe  was  again  expofed  to  the  wide  world,  and 
was  actually  obliged  to  weed  in  the  fields  for 
her  fupport.  But  me  h,ad  not  followed  this 
employment  a  month,  when  me  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Mifs  Caroline  and  Mafter  Benja- 
min, as  I  have  before  related. 

When  fhe  got  to  Lady  Senfible's  houfe, 
Mifs  Caroline  introduced  her  to  her  mama, 
and  recommended  her  to  her  kindnefs.  Lady 
SenfiblfiS,  feeing  fomewhat  in  her  carriage 
and  behaviour  that  indicated  fomething  above 
her  prefent  appearance,  defired  to  know  her 
hiftory,  which  fhe  told  iu  nearly  the  fame 
words  I  have  here  given. 

Mifs  Caroline  and  Benjamin  cried  at  hear- 
ing Florella's  hiftory,  and  Lady  Seaiible 
could  hardly  refrain  from  tears.  This  good 
lady  immediately  ordered  plain  but  neat 
clothes  for  this  poor  giri,  whom  fhe  after- 
wards kept  in  her  houfe,  and  employed  in 
working  at  her  needle.  Florella  was  a  grate- 
ful girl ;  for  flu*. would  often  take  me  out  of 
her  purfe,  ana  kifs  me  for  the  good  luck  I 

ha,d 
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had  been  to  her,  always  declaring,  that  fhe 
would  never  part  with  me  while  {he  lived. 

Thus  chearfully  and  happily  lived  my 
dear  Florella  with  Lady  Senfible,  till  the 
very  day  on  which  fhe  was  nineteen  years  of 
age.  On  that  day,  as  fhe  was  fitting  work- 
ing at  the  window,  fhe  faw  a  poft-chaife 
and  four  drive  up  to  the  door  with  great 
fpeed,  and  heard  a  gentleman  finely  dreiled 
enquire  for  Floreila ;  but  how  fhall  I  exprefs 
this  fweet  girl's  aftonifhment,  when,  on 
leaning  out  of  the  window,  fhe  law  the  face 
of  her  fugitive  guardian  ! 

To  be  ihort,  her  guardian  having  run 
through  all  his  fortune  here,  was  obliged  to 
go  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  where,  in  a  few 
years,  he  acquired  a  princely  fortune.  On 
his  return  to  England,  his  firft  fearch  was 
after  the  injured  Florella,  whom  he  did  not 
find  till  after  three  weeks  enquiry.  He 
brought  with  him  his  only  fon,  who  was 
about  the  age  of  my  pretty  miftrefs.  The 
confequence  was,  that  the  pretty  Florella 
and  this  young  gentleman  made  a  match  of 
itj  arid  both  were  happy  with  each  other, 
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JLthink  I  now  fee  a  pleafing  fmile  on  the 
countenances  of  every  one  of  my  fweet 
pretty  readers,  who  are  happy  to  find,  that 
the  fufierings  of  my  poor  Florella  at  laft  ter- 
minated in  fo  happy  a  manner. - 


Chapter 
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Chapter  ike  AT-»tb. 


•TTTTTHIN   thafpoft-chaife  and    four, 
Vy      mv  pretty  readers,  fits  my  dear  Flo- 
rella,  with  me  fnugly  in  her  purfe.     By  her 
fide  fits  her  intended  hufband,  and  oppofite 

to  them  her  late  guardian  and  now  intended 
father-in-law.  They  wi)l  be  foon  fuliowe,! 
by  another  carriage,  in  v;nich  me  Lady 
Senfible,  and  h-.-. 

' 


chilhen,   Mils 
Caroline 
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Caroline  and  Matter  Benjamin.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  they  drive  fo  faft,  fince  they 
are  going  to  the  church  to  be  married. 

Well,  married  they  were,  and  never  was 
a  more  happy  and  mirthful  wedding.  The 
village  bells  proclaimed  joy  to.  a  great  dif- 
tance,  and  the  nymphs  and  fwains  danced  on 
the  green  to  the  found  of  the  tabor  and  the 
pipe.  Health  and  happinefs  to  the  bride  and 
the  bridegroom  was  the  toaft  of  the  day,  and 
the  virtues  of  the  lovely  Fiorella  were  echoed 
from  every  quarter. 

Nothing  difturbed  the  generous  bofom  of 
my  pretty  miltrefs,  but  that  difagreeable  re  - 
collection,  that  her  kind  friends,  the  labourer 
and  his  wife,  who  had  been  fo  good  to  her, 
were  not  now  living  to  partake  of  her  felici- 
ty. However,  as  there  were  two  of  their 
children  in  the  workhoufe,  fhe  went  there, 
and  fetched  them  herfelf.  She  brought 
them  up  in  the  moft  decent  manner,  and 
had  the  happinefs  to  live  to  fee  them  both 
well  fettled  in  the  world.  One  of  them,  a 
boy,  ia.time  became  a  capital  merchant  ; 

and 
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and  the  other,  a  girl,  became  miftrefs  of  a 
reputable  board! ng-fchool. 

As  to  my  generous  miftrefs,  (he  pafTed  her 
days  happily,  and  was  blefled  with  three  fine 
children,  whom  {he  educated  upon  princi- 
ples ftie  had  bought  by  experience.  She 
died  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-five,  and 
as  fhe  lived  beloved,  fo  fliedied  univerfally 
lamented. 

I  told  you  before,  my  pretty  readers, 
that  Florella  promifed  never  to  part  with  me 
while  (lie  lived.  She  kept  her  word,,  and 
even  at  her  death  requeued  her  eldeft  daughter 
to  be  equally  careful  of  me.  She  likewife 
performed  her  promife,  and  thus  I  continu- 
ed in  this  amiable  family  till  not  one  of  them 
remained,  being  a  fpace  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years. 

Now,  my  pretty  readers,  after  having 
lived  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  in  one  fa- 
mily, you  will  naturally  fuppofe  I  muft  have 
ibme  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  I  may  as 
naturally  fuppofe,  that  my  advice  will  have 
lome  influence  over  you.  If  you  wiili  to  be 

as 
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as  happy  as  Florclla  at  laft  was,  you  muft 
imitate  that  lovely  girl.  You  miift  be  con- 
tented in  whatever  ftation  it  fhaii  pleafeGod 
to  place  you  :  if  it  be  a  plealing  one,  be 
thankful  for  it ;  but  if  your  lot  be  hard, 
fubmit  to  it  with  patience,  without  repining, 
and  make  ufe  of  induftry,  and  every  ether 
lawful  means,  to  better  your  condition. 
There  are  few  difficulties  in  this  world,  but 
what  muft  fubmit,  in  length  of  time,  to  un- 
wearied diligence  and  application.  Never 
be  forgetful  of  this  faying  of  a  wife  man, 
that  c/  in  ajl-m?^ 

not  by  their  weight,  but  by  often  falling. 

During  the  0:10  hundred  and  fifty  years  I 
lived  in  this  family,  not  the  leaft  accident 
had  happened  to  me.  My  habitation  was 
an  elegant  filver  muff-box,  and  I  constantly 
lay  upon  fine  cotten.  I  was  Ibmctimes  ta- 
ken out  to  be  looked  at  ;  but  this  was  a  fa- 
vour granted  only  to  particular  vifitor?,  and 
even  then  the  parties  were  ^dmoniCbed  to  be 
careful  how  they  handled  me,  left  they 
fhould  do  the  leaft  iniury  to  the  dear  Silver 
Pfcnny. 
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As  focn  as  the  laft  of  this  kind  family  ex- 
pired, I  began  to  be  alarmed  for  my  future 
condition ;  for  having  feen  fo  much  of  the 
world,  I  well  knew  that  no  change  could 
be  for  the  better.  The  treatment  I  had  re- 
ceived in  the  Florella  family  was  not  even 
to  be  expected  in  another  ;  and,  indeed, 
the  time  was  now  haftily  approaching,  in 
which  I  was  to  be  expofed  to  new  and  great 
calamities,  and  fuch  as  had  like  to  put  an 
end  to  my  exigence. 

The  breath  was  hardly  out  of  my  laft 
pofieflbr's  body,  when  the  perfon,  to  whom 
every  thing  was  left,  began  a  general  fearch, 
in  order  to  fee  what  was  the  nature  of  his 
new  acquifitions.  On  taking  up  the  box  in 
which  I  lay,  and  on  opening  it,  finding  only 
a  Silver  Penny  depofited  in  that  nice  man- 
ner, he  took  me  up,  looked  at  me,  then 
threw  away  my  downy  bed,  put  the  fnuff- 
box  into  his  pocket,  and  tumbled  me  head- 
long into  a  canvas  bag,  in  which  were  a 
large  number  of  filver  coins.  Though  I 

had 
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had  no  reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  my  company, 
yet  I  did  not  like  the  rude  manner  in  which 
I  was  introduced  among  them. 

It  was  not  long  after,  before  I  was  ex- 
pofed  to  another  indignity.  I  and  my  com- 
panions in  the  bag  were  all  tumbled  out 
headlong  upon  a  table,  when  we  were  ex- 
amined by  a  vaft  number  of  people  prefent, 
the  largeft  company  I  ever  faw.I  ibon  learned 
that  we  were  all  going  to  be  fold  by  auction, 
as  were  all  the  effects  of  my  deceafed  owner. 
What,  thought  I  to  myfelf,  ftiall  royalty  be 
knocked  down  by  a  hammer  ?  However,  as 
I  found  Alexander,  Caefar,  Otho,  and  ma- 
ny other  great  men  of  the  ancient  eafteru 
world,  were  to  undergo  the  fame  fate,  that 
conn*  deration,  in  fome  meafure,  made  me 
fubmit  the  more  readily. 

At  all  thefe  auctions,  and  indeed  at  all 
ether  public  meetings,  there  are  people  who 
go  there  to  come  at  things  in  a  very  cheap 
manner,  that  is,  by  picking  people's  pockets. 
As  foon  as  I,  and  the  reft  of  my  compani- 
onsj  were  fold,  a  nimble-fingered  gentle- 
man 
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man  had  caft  his  eye  on  us,  and  was  de- 
termined, ifpoflible,  to  get  us  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  than  what  we  had  been  fold 
for. 

I  know  not  how  he  picked  the  perfon's 
pocket  of  ib  great  a  weight  as  the  bag  was, 
without  being  detected  ;  but,  by  fome 
means  or  other,  he  got  us  into  his  pofleflion, 
and  made  off  undifcovered.  It  is  a  fad 
thing,  my  pretty  readers,  that  people  can- 
not carry  any  thing  of  value  in  their  pockets^ 
without  running  the  hazard  of  having  it 
ftoien  from  their.,  by  thefe  people  who  make  a 
regular  trade  of  it. 

Though  I  thought  my  dignity  much  hurt 
on  finding  myfelf  in  the  hands  of  a  thief,  yet 
I  confoled  myfelf  by  well  knowing  that  I 
fhould  not  long  remain  there  ;  but  little  did 
I  think  of  being  fo  near  my  deftrucfron,  as  I 
had  afterwards  reafon  to  think  I  was. 

The  thief  carried  us,  bag  and  all,  to  a 
filthy  ftinking  hole,  called  Duke's  Place,  and 
there  entered  a  houfe,  exactly  fuitable  to  the 
place  i#  which  it  wa*  fitua,i;ed.  The  thief, 

after 
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after  being  conduced  through  fome  trap- 
doors and  fecret  ways,  at  laft  got  into  a 
large  workfhop,  in  which  was  a  very  hot 
furnace  ;  and,  from  what  pafied  between 
the  thief,  and  a  black-looking  man,  who 
called  himfeif  an  honeft  Jew,  1  underftood, 
that  I  and  rny  companions  were  all  to  be 
put  into  a  crucible,  then  put  into  the  fire, 
and  there  remain  till  we  were  melted  into 
one  folid  lump  of  filver. 

Judge,  my  pretty  little  readers,  what 
muft  be  my  feeling,  when  the  thief  put  his 
hand  into  the  bag,  and  taking  out  as  many 
of  my  companions  as  his  hand  would  grafp,  he 
threw  them  into  the  red-hot  crucible,  where 
they  were  all  foon  melted  !  "  Alas  !  (ex- 
claimed I  in  the  agonies  of  my  feelings)  am 
I  thus  to  lofe  my  royalty,  in  a  moment, 
for  ever  !  After  having  efcaped  ib  many 
dangers,  am  I  at  laft  to  per-ifh  in  this  mife- 
rable  manner  !  I  but  lately  thought  it  in- 
glorious to  be  mixed  with  other  coin  in  the 
fame  bag  j  but  now,  after  being  melted,  I 
fhall  be  incorporated  with  the  bafSi  metals  h" 

I  had 
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I  had  fcarcely  finifhed  thefe  tremendous 
reflections,  when  the  thief's  hand  r.gain  en- 
tered the  bag,  and  grafpcd  every  piece  that 
remained.  Luckily  Tor  me,  his  hand  being 
very  full,  and  I  the  imallelt  of  all  the  pieces, 
in  carrying  his  hand  to  the  crucible,  1  flipped 
through  his  finger,  and  thus  I  became  the 
only  furvivor  of  all  my  numerous  company. 

As  the  floor  \vas  neither  boarded  nor  pa- 
.ved,  but  confided  of  only  loofc  earth  and  fand, 
I  was  not  heard  in  my  fall  ;  but  the  fharp 
and  keen  eye  of  the  honerr.  Jew  could  not  be 
efcaped  :  as  fcon  as  he  faw  me  fall,  he 
fhuffled  round  till  he  got  near  me,  and  then, 
without  the  thief's  perceiving  him,  with  his 
foot  he  kicked  a  litttle  duft  over  me,  and 
thereby  fecuiely  hid  me  from  his  fight. 

By  this  time,  all  my  lat?  unfortunate 
companions  were  completely  ftripped  of 
their  royalty,  being  all  melted  into  one  com- 
mon mafs  cf  iilver.  This  was  fbon  run 
into  one  ingot  or  fquare  piece,  which  the 
honeil  Jew  weighed,  and  having  paid  the 
thief  about  one  fourth  of  its  value,  the  latter 

went 
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went  away  very  well  fatisfied  with  his  booty, 
leaving  the  honeft  Jew  no  lefs  pleafed  than 
himfelf. 

Though  I  thus  lay  ignominioufly  covered 
with  duft,  yet  I  could  not  but  be  thankfull 
for  my  miraculous  efcape,  feeing  what  had 
been  the  fate  of  all  my  companions.  How- 
ever, I  was  as  yet  far  from  being  out  of 
danger,  having  every  thing  to  fear  from  the 
unrelenting  hand,  into  which  I  fhould  foon 
undoubtedly  fall. 
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Chapter  the  T.n.b. 


MY  pretty  little  readers  will  recoiled^ 
that  in    the  lail   chapter  I  was  left, 
not  in    a  filver  fnuff-box,  repofing  on  fine 
cotton,  but  covered  with  duft,  and  trampled 
underfoot.     Such  is  the  fate  of  this  world, 
one  day  to  nil  the  higheft  ftations,  the  next 
day  to  lofe  them,  and  be  humbled  with  the 
Q  duft. 
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duft.  However,  I  bore  this  misfortune 
with  patience  ;  and  fhould  either  of  my 
little  Matters  .break  a  peg-top,,  or  lofe 
a  farourite  kite,  they  mould  bear  it  with 
the  fame  refignation  and  compofure. 

But  to  proceed  :  the  thief  was  no  fooner 
gone,  than  the  hone  ft  Jew  fcrambled  among 
the  dirt  and  duft,  and  foon  found  me.  Look 
at  the  picture,  and  fee  how  attentively  he  is 
examining  every  part  of  me. 

While  he  was  thus  attentively  furveying 
me,  in'came  his  little  fon.  Mailer  Abraham 
Mofes  Ifaac  Jacobs,  who  was  a  pretty 
little  Ifraelite,  and  pofTefTed  all  the  virtues 
of  his  father.  He  begged  me  of  him,  which 
was  readily  granted,  upon  condition  that  he 
would  never  fell  me  for  lefs  than  double  my 
value.  I  was  much  pleafed  at  hearing 
thefe  words,  as  I  then  thought  myfelf  fecure 
from  all  danger  of  the  red-hot  crucible. 
Thus  it  is  in  human  life,  we  prefer  any  con- 
dition,, however  hard  it  may  be,  to  the  ap- 
proach of  death.  The  misfortunes  of  life 
contribute  to  fbften  our  pride,  and  to  re- 
mind 
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mind  us,  that  we  muft  look  forward  for  com- 
plete happinefs  only  in  a  life  hereafter. 

The  liraelite,  in  whole  hands  I  had  now 
fallen,  was  one  of  thofe  children  who  are  to- 
tally fpoiled  by  imprudent  indulgencies.  He 
was  mifchievous  and  cruel,  and  was  highly 
delighted  with  himfelf  when  ever  he  could 
cheat  or  over-reach  a  play-fellow.  I  fhali 
give  my  readers  fome  account  of  his  pranks 
and  exploits,  not  for  their  imitation,  but  m 
order  to  induce  them  to  defpife  fuch  wicked 
actions. 

As  foon  as  he  could  walk  alone,  the  firft 
thing  he  took  delight  in,  was  to  pin  poor  fiies 
either  to  the  chairs  or  the  wainicot,  and  then 
jump  and  caper  about,  to  fee  how  the  flies 
fpun,  as  he  called  it,  occafioned  by  having 
the  pin  run  through  the  middle  of  their  bo- 
dies. How  would  any  little  boy  like  to  be 
ferved  fo  himfelf  ?  and  thefe  flies  have  un- 
doubtedly a  degree  of  feeling  propordonably 
with  ourfelves. 

As  he  grew  up,  he  extended  his  cruelty 

to  what  are  commonly  called  cockchafers, 

G  2  through 
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through  whofe  tail  he  would  run  a  crooked 
pin,  with  a  piece  of  thread  fattened  to  the 
end  of  it,  and  then  whirling  it  round  in  a 
circle,  make  it  put  its  wings  into  that  ftate 
of  motion,  which  gave  him  the  higheft 
delight.  He  either  did  not,  or  would  not 
conilder,  that  the  agitations  of  his  wings 
arefe  from  the  convulfive  pains  he  felt,  and 
the  humming  he  made  was  his  death  long. 

There  was  no  fuch  thing  as  keeping  a  cat 
in  the  houle  where  he  lived,  as  he  conftant- 
ly  found  fome  cruel  method  or  other  to  put 
an  end  to  their  lives,  by  way  of  paftime,  as 
he  called  it.  He  would  fometimes  take  one 
of  thefe  poor  creatures,  and  tie  a  bladder  to 
each  foot,  then  take  them  as  nearly  as  he 
could  to  the  top  of  a  fteeple,  and  then  throw 
it  off,  when  the  bladders  would  fupport  the 
poor  creature  along  time,  before  it  came  to 
the  ground.  However,  the  latt  time  he 
attempted  this  kind  of  fport,  the  poor  cat, 
as  he  was  endeavouring  to  throw  it  off, 
caught  hold  of  his  hand  with  one  of  her  claws, 
and  tore  him  in  a  dreadful  manner.  This 

had 
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had  like  to  have  cofthim  the  lofs  of  his  hand  ; 
yet  this  did  not  put  a  flop  to  his  cruelty  : 
for  though  he  was  afterwards  afraid  again  to 
meddle  with  cats,  he  neverthelefs  exercifed 
his  cruelty  on  animals  lefs  capable  of  refent- 
ing  their  own  injuries,  or  of  oppofmg  their 
flrength  to  his. 

His  next  attack  was  againft  the  poor 
mice,  which  he  caught  in  a  trap,  then  tied 
a  firing  to  their  tails,  and  in  that  manner 
expofed  them  to  be  tortured  by  either  cats 
or  dogs.  The  trembling  of  the  poor  little 
animal  ferved  to  increafe  his  pleafure,  and  the 
longer  it  was  kept  in  its  agony,  the  greater 
was  his  fport.  I  have  feen  many  a  little 
matter,  who  was  otherwife  a  very  good 
child,  atnufe  himfelf  with  this  kind  of  cruel- 
ty ;  but  1  hope  this  proceeded  rather  from 
want  of  reflection,  than  from  cruelty  natu- 
ral to  their  little  hearts.  Thofe  who  give 
way  to  thefe  cruelties  in  their  childhood, 
will,  as  they  grow  up,  gradually  lofe  every 
tender  feeling  ;  and  when  they  have  once 
acquired  that  {rate,  they  will  foon  become 
little  better  than  brutes. 
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He  alfo  caught  rats  in  a  trap,  then  rubbed 
them  over  with  turpentine,  and  fet  fire  to 
them,  when  the  poor  creatures  ran  about  all 
over  fire  till  they  dropped  down  dead.  At 
.other  times  he  would  confine  them  to  a  par- 
ticular fpot,  put  a  quantity  of  gunpowder 
under  them,  and  then  blow  them  up.  By 
this  laft  piece  of  cruelty,  however,  he  once 
narrowly  efcaped  lofing  his  fight  ;  but  his 
face  fuffered  very  confiderably,  and  he  for 
fome  days juftly  endured  great  pain. 

If  he  faw  a  poor  old  beggar,  or  any  little 
defenceless  boy,  pafs  by  him,  as  foon  as  he 

fot  at  a  little  diftance  from  them,  he  would 
egin  pelting  tkem  with  ftones  ;  but  as  his 
difpofition  was  as  cowardly  as  it  was  cruel, 
he  took  care  never  to  meddle  with  any  one 
who  was  in  the  leaft  degree  a  match  for 
him.  One  day,  however,  he  began  throw- 
ing ftones  at  a  poor  little  boy,  who  had  faid 
nothing  to  him  ;  but  a  flout  youth  coming 
that  way  by  accident,  and  finding  what  had 
patted,  he  gave  Matter  Abraham  Mofes 
Ifaac  Jacobs  a  very  fevere  drubbing,  which 

had 
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had  more  effecl:  on  him  than  all  the  reafoning 
in  the  world  ;  for  from  that  time  he  left  off 
pelting  an}7  one  with  ftones. 

If  he  acted  in  this  cruel  and  wicked  man- 
ner to  every  thing  and  every  body,  over 
whom  he  had  no  right  of  power,  and  with 
whom  he  had  no  connection,  it  may  reafon- 
ably  be  fuppofed  he  was  an  invincible  tyrant 
over  the  fervants,  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  live  under  the  fame  roof  with  him. 

The  footman  having  one  day  given  him 
an  anfwerthat  did  not  pleafe  him,  he  fpit  in 
his  face,  and  kicked  him  onthefhins.  "Matter 
Jacobs,  (faid  the  footman)  I  do  not  under- 
iiand  this  kind  of  treatment.  You,  to  be 
fure,  will  be  a  rich  man  when  you  grow  up, 
and  I  (hall  always  be  a  poor  man  ;  but  it  is 
not  riches  that  conftitute  the  gentleman. 
Goodnefs  of  heart,  generofity  of  temper, 
affability  and  common  civility  to  every  one, . 
are  the  only  compofitions  to  make  a  gentle-  J 
man.  So  long  as  you  continue  to  a6t  as  youj 
do,  and  I  behave  in  a  different  manner,  II 
(hall,  though  only  a  footman,  be  more  the 
gentleman  than  you  are." 


104     AD  VENTURES   OF   A 

This  remark,  inflead  of  making  him  fen- 
fible  of  his  error,  only  irritated  him  the  more, 
and  threw  him  into  a  moft  violent  paflion  : 
he  flew  at  the  footman,  and  endeavoured  to 
kick  his  (bins,  and  tread  on  his  t©es  ;  but 
the  footman  not  only  prevented  him  from  fo 
doing,  but  took  him  by  the  fhoulders,  and 
fhook  him  moft  heartily. 

Matter  Jacobs,  finding  ^  was  not  able 
to  vent  his  rage  on  the  footman,  quitted  him, 
and  ran  bellowing  into  the  parlour,  where 
he  made  up  his  own  tale,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jacobs,  without  calling  in  the  footman  to 
make  his  own  defence,  inftantly  difcharged 
him.  Though  I  would  not  wiih  Matters  to 
be  always  along  with  the  fervants,  nor  in- 
deed do  the  fervants  wjfh  they  fhould,  yet  1 
would  advife  them  to  behave  in  fuch  a  good- 
natured  manner  as  may  create  both  love  and 
veneration. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  attempt  to  enume- 
rate all  the  wicked  acrions  of  this  bad  boy, 
who,  as  he  grew  up,  grew  worfe  and  worie. 
His  parents  both  dying  when  he  was  about 

twenty 
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twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  became  mailer 
of  a  very  lucrative  trade,  beiides  a  large  for- 
tune in  the  public  funds  ;  but  he  had  not  a 
heart  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life.  He  liv- 
ed in  a  miferabje  manner,  ftarving  both  him* 
felf  and  his  family. 

As  his  riches  encreafed,  fo  his  love  of 
money  grew  ftronger,  and  he  ftuck  at  no 
action,  however  unjuft  or  illegal,  that  could 
add  to  his  wealth,  ^.t  laft  he  carried  the 
matter  too  far  ;  for  lacing  taken  up,  tried, 
and  convicted  of  receiving  flolen  goods,  he 
was  fentenced  to  fourteen  years  tranfporta- 
tion,  and  all  his  fortune  feized  upon  by  the 
fheriff.  What  became  of  him  afterwards,  I 
know  not,  as  I  was  removed  from  his  fervice 
into  that  of  the  fheriff. 

Thus  you  fee,  my  pretty  little  readers, 
that  a  naughty  boy  makes  a  wicked  and  un- 
fortunate man.  'No  one  is  wicked  all  at 
once  ;  for  they  learn  it  by  degrees.  Parents, 
therefore,  {hould  be  very  cautious  to  teach 
their  children  to  be  good  while  they  are  little, 
and  where  fair  means  will  not  do,  other 

means 
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means  fhould  be  tried  ;  the  twig  ftiould  be 
bent  while  it  is  young,  fince  it  will  be  in 
vain  to  attempt  it  when  grown  up,  as  the 
poet  fays  : 

"  Children,  like  tender  oziers  take  the  bow, 
*'  And  as  they  firft  are  fufhion'd  always  grow  : 
11  Hence  what  we  learn  in  youth,  to  that  alonCj 
"  In  sge,  we  arc  by  fcpoad  nature  prone." 
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Chapter  the  Eleventh. 


SEE,  my  pretty  little  readers,  how  the 
fheriff's  officers  are  carrying  off  my 
late  mafter's  goods,  Alas  !  poor  Abraham 
Mofes  Ifaac  Jacobs,  how  happy  might  you 
have  been,  had  the  goodnefs  of  your  heart, 
and  the  powers  of  your  underftanding,  been 
any  way  equal  to  your  fortune  !  You  fee, 

my 
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my  fweet  readers,  that  it  is  not  money 
alone  that  can  procure  happmefs,  which  is 
not  to  be  bought,  but  may  be  found  by  moft 
people  in  the  common  walks  of  Sobriety, 
Temperance,  Virtue,  Love,  and  Charity. 

"While  I  remained  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
fheriff,  I  was  witnefs  to  many  melancholy 
f«nes  of  diftrefs  :  People  arrefted,  and  car- 
ried from  their  families  to  prifon,  for  not 
paying  their  debts  ;  and  houfes  ftripped  of 
their  furniture,  while  the  poor  families  had 
not  a  bed  left  to  lie  on,  the  whole  being 
feized  for  rent. 

Often  have  I  (huddered  at  the  fight  of 
pretty  little  children  clinging  round  their 
mother's  neck,  afkirig  where  papa  was,  and 
when  he  would  bring  them  bread  to  eat, 
while  their  poor  mama  had  none  to  give 
them.  I  frequently  obfcrved,  that  thefe 
fcenes  of  diftrefs  were  fometimes  brought  oil 
by  unavoidable  misfortunes,  but  that  they 
were  far  more  frequently  the  confequence  of 
difiipation  and  extravagance  ;  and  fometimes 
brought  on  by  too  eager  a  defire  to  acquire 
wealth  by  illegal  and  unwarrantable  means. 
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I  next  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mifs  Polly 
,Jackfon,  whofe  father  was  an  honeit  induf- 
trious  man,  and  denied  himfelf  many  of  the 
gaieties  and  pleafures  of  life,  in  order  to 
bring  up  Polly  and  her  two  brothers  in  a  de- 
cent manner.  Polly  was  the  youngeft  of 
the  three,  and  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe 
her  mother  when  me  was  but  three  months 
old.  It  was  this  coniideration  that  drew 
Mr.  Jackfun's  particular  attention  to  his  in- 
fant daughter,  to  whom  he  was  now  to  be 
both  father  and  mother. 

Polly  and  her  brothers  were  put  out  to 
nurfe,  and  their  treatment  carefully  watched 
by  their  father,  who,  as  they  grew  up,  gave 
them  a  proper  education.  Polly,  in  her 
earliefl  infancy,  gave  proof  of  a  violent  fpirit, 
and  a  ftrange  and  unaccountable  difguft  to 
her  father,  who  was  tenderly  fond  of  her. 
As  (he  grew  up,  pride  took  poiTefllon  of  her 
little  heart,  and  drefs  and  polite  airs  feemed 
to  engrofs  the  moft  of  her  attention,  and  em- 
ployed her  thoughts  much  more  than  learn- 
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A  s  Mr.  Jackfon  knew  he  had  no  fortune 
to  give  his  dear  Polly,  he  prudently  endea- 
voured to  bring  her  up  in  a  flile,  which 
might  make  her  valuable  to  fome  decent 
tradefman  ;  but  as  {he  was  brought  up  from 
home,  {he  conftantly  found  means  to  pervert 
his  intentions;  and,  when  {he  could  not 
procure  money  from  her  father  to  fupport 
her  extravagances,  (he  would  borrow  it  of 
others  upon  his  account. 

In  this  line  of  conduct  {he  continued  till 
the  twenty-fecond  year  of  her  age,  ftill 
fleecing  her  father  under  deceitful  pretences, 
and  at  the  fame  time  treating  him  with  the 
moft  haughty  difdain,  and  the  mod  infolent 
airs  of  indifference. 

It  was  then  Mr.  Jackfon  thus  addrefled 
her :  "  I  fee,  Polly,  you  take  every  advan- 
tage to  deceive  me,  and  would  not  fcruple 
to  ruin  me  to  fupport  your  own  extravagance. 
I  have  been  to  you  both  a  father  and  a  mo- 
ther :  I  have  watched  over  your  infant  years 
with  all  the  trepidations  of  a  tender  parent ; 
I  have  made  you  the  conftant  object  of  my 

thoughts 
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thoughts  by  day,  nor  have  you  been  forgot- 
ten even  on  my  pillow  by  night  ;  I  have  de- 
nied myfelf  almoft  all  the  pleafures  of  life  to 
bring  you  up  with  decency,  and  have  fpared 
no  expence  for  your  education,  by  which 
means  you  are  now  fituated  in  a  genteel  and 
comfortable  line.  Alas!  what  are  the  re- 
turns I  receive  for  all  thefe  marks  of  tender- 
nefs  ?  You  (him  even  the  fight  of  me,  and 
wifh  to  fee  me  only  when  you  want  fome- 
thing  from  me.  That  farce  muft  be  played 
no  longer.  You  will  perhaps  not  be  Jif- 
pleafed  when  I  tell  you  to  fee  me  no  more  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  I  muft  command  you  to 
expeel  nothing  more  from  me." 

Mr.  Jackfon,  having  fpoken  thefe  words, 
turned  away  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  but  fully 
determined  to  keep  his  word.  Mifs  Polly 
feemed  no  ways  inclined  to  make  any  apology 
for  her  conduct,  but  rather  thought  her  fa- 
ther's treatment  cruel  and  inhuman.  As 
my  miftrefs  knew  her  father  was  of  a  refo- 
lute  temper,  me  took  no  pains  to  alter  his 
mind,  but  contented  herfelf  with  complain- 
ing, that  {he  had  no  father. 
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Could  you  think,  my  pretty  little  readers^ 
that  fuch  a  character  as  Poily  Jackfon  ever 
exifted  ?  But  I  allure  you  there  does,  and  I 
fear  there  are  many  more  of  the  fame  un- 
grateful difpofition.  How  can  children  ex- 
peel:,  that  God  will  ever  forgive  fuch  ingra- 
titude to  a  parent?  It  feldom  goes  unpu- 
nifhed  ;  for,  in  the  courfe  of  my  adventures,- 
I  have  feen  many  inftances  of  ungrateful 
childre^  when  they  became  parents  them- 
ielves,  treated  in  the  fame  manner  by  their 
own  children. 

I  was  glad  when  I  got  out  of  the  hands  of 
this  naughty  and  extravagant  girl ;  but  I  next 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  little  gentleman,  who 
was  as  miferably  faving  as  Mil's  Polly  was 
extravagant.  My  pretty  readers,  do  all  you 
canto  avoid  the  extreme  in  every  thing.  To 
be  extravagant,  may  bring  you  into  difficulty, 
and  at  laii  into  want,  when  the  contempt 
Of  the  world  will  naturally  follow  ;  and  ta 
be  too  miferable  and  felrilh  will  alfo  bring 
you  into  contempt. 

My  prefenC-pcfiefTor,  Matter  Billy  Save- 

all, 
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•all,  was  one  of  thofe  children,  who  will  get 
all  they  can,  but  part  with  nothing,  which 
was  the  more  inexcufable,  as  he  was  heir  to 
a  very  large  eflate,  and  had  always  plenty  of 
money  at  his  command  ;  but  to  tell  it  over 
and  look  at  it,  to  put  it  into  his  bag,  and 
tumble  it  out  again,  was  to  him  a  glorious 
employment.  Such  are  the  different  tempers^ 
inclinations,  and  paffions  of  youth. 

Mafter  Billy  had  a  very  rich  uncle,  who, 
being  on  a  journey  tha,t  way,  called  to  fee 
the  family.  He  afked  Mafter  Billy  many 
queftions,  and  was  fo  well  pleaftd  with  his 
anfwers,  that  he  prefented  him  with  a  purfe 
containing  twelve  guineas.  My  little  ma- 
iler was  highly  pleafed  with  this,  fliewed  it 
to  all  the  fervants,  and  counted  his  money 
over  and  over  again. 

My  little  mafter's  uncle  called  again  about 
three  months  afterwards,  and  afked  Billy 
what  he  had  done  with  the  money  he  gave 
him  when  he  was  there  Jaft.  "  O  Sir,  (faid 
he)  I  have  been  very  careful  of  if,  for  I  have 
not  fpent  one  fmgle  piece  of  it."  He  then 
H  ran 
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ran  and  fetched  his  purfe,  and  gave  it  to  his 
uncle,  to  be  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  what  he 
had  faid. 

The  old  gentleman  took  the  purfe,  and 
telling  the  money  in  it,  found  it  all  right. 
He  then  put  the  money  again  into  the  bag, 
and  very  compofedly,  without  faying  a  word, 
put  both  purfe  and  money  into  his  pocket. 
This  wa$  a  cutting  ftroke  to  my  little  mafter, 
who  fuppofed  that  his  uncle,  fatisfied  with 
his  care  and  prudence,  would  have  put  as 
much  more  into  the  purfe.  He  could  not 
tell,  but  that  his  uncle  might  have  put  the, 
purfe  into  his  pocket  out  of  miftake.  This 
was  a  facl  perplexed  ftate  of  uncertainty,  and 
he  kuew  not  how  to  get  out  of  it.  He  was 
afraid  to  afk  his  uncle,  whether  he  had 
not  made  a  miftake  ;  and  yet,  to  put  up 
with  fuch  a  lofs  without  faying  any  thing, 
he  thought  would  be  fooiifti. 

The  old  gentleman  being  now  going  to 
take  his  leave,  Billy  plucked  up  courage, 
and  afked  him,  if  he  had  not  through  miftake 
put  his  money  and  purfe  into  his  pocket, 

"  No, 
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"  No,  child,  (anfwered  his  unclej  I  put  it 
into  my  pocket,  becaufe  I  few  you  made  no 
ufe  of  the  money  ;  and  I  warrant  you  I  can 
find  fome  ufe  for  it." 

"  What  ufe,  Sir  (replied  Billy,  a  little 
angry)  would  you  have  me  put  it  to  ?  If  I  had 
fpent  it,  it  would  have  been  of  no  ufe  now ; 
but  there  it  is  all  in  the  purfe,  and  ready 
upon  any  occafion  that  may  happen." 

"  I  fee  about  the  houfe  (faid  his  uncle)  a 
number  of  fervants,  and  I  fuppofe  you  give 
them  all  trouble  in  turn.  You  get  one, 
perhaps,  to  comb  your  hair,  another  to 
brufh  your  clothes,  and  black  your  fhoes ; 
the  groom  to  look  after  your  little  horfe,  and 
the  maid  to  make  your  bed  and  clean  your 
room  out.  Befides,  I  doubt  not,  there  are 
numberlefs  poor  people  about  you,  who  very 
feldom  tafte  butchers  meat.  It  is  among 
thefe  different  dalles  of  people,  I  expected 
you  would  have  diftributed  what  I  gave  you, 
in  order  to  releive  the  riecelTitous,  and  to 
procure  love  and  efteem  among  your  father's 
p\yn  fervants.  That  is  the  uie  I  expected 
H  2  you 
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you  would  have  made  of  it,  and  not  have 
kept  it  idl)  in  your  purfe  merely  to  look  at, 
while  fo  many  deferving  objects  furrounded 
you."  So  faying,  he  mounted  his  horfe, 
£nd  rode  away  with  both  purfe  and  money, 


Chapter 
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Chapter  the  Twelfth. 


SEE,    my  fweet  pretty  readers,  how  my 
little   mifer  fits  by   himfelf,  in  a  corner 
of  the  room,  crying  for  the  lofs  of  what  he 
had  no  heart  to   make  ufe  of.     Though  I 
would  not  advife  any  little  Mifs  or  Matter 
to  be  extravagant,  or  fquander  their  money 
oa  trifles,   yet    I    would    recommend    to 
H  2  them 
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them  to  confider,  that  money  is  but  trafh 
when  we  can  find  no  ufe  for  it,  or  when  we 
cannot  apply  it  to  the  purchafe  of  fomething 
neceflary  or  defirable  in  life.  To  apply 
part  of  it  in  the  encouragement  of  merit,  in 
the  reward  of  virtue,  and  in  the  relief  of  the 
wretched  and  unfortunate,  are  fome  of  the 
nobleft  purpofes  to  which  it  can  be  applied. 

I  dare  fay,  that  many  of  my  pretty  tender- 
hearted readers  have  often  given  away  the 
laft  halfpenny  they  had  to  fome  deplorable 
object  of  charity,  that  may  have  happened 
to  fall  in  their  way  ;  and  I  appeal  to  the 
feelings  of  their  own  little  hearts,  whether 
they  have  not,  upon  fuch  occalions,  felt 
that  pleafmg  glow  in  their  bofoms,  which 
defcription  cannot  reach,  and  which  none 
but  the  generous  and  humane  are  capable  of 
receiving  ! 

This  behaviour  of  the  old  gentleman  to 
Billy  had  a  very  happy  efte6t ;  for  he  now 
began  to  perceive  the  truth  of  what  his  uncle 
had  faid.  He  fir  ft  made  little  prefects  to  all 
ihe  fervants  in  the  hcufe,  and  hardly  ever 

met 
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met  a  poor  labouring  perfon  but  he  gave 
them  a  penny  or  two-pence.  The  confe- 
quences  of  this  condu6t  foon  convinced  him 
of  the  propriety  of  his  uncle's  reproof ;  for 
now  every  fervant  met  him  with  a  fmile,  in- 
ftead  of  pouting  and  glouting,  and  would 
now,  as  the  faying  is,  have  gone  through 
fire  and  water  to  ferve  him, 

When  he  went  abroad,  he  heard  the  poor 
people  pouring  down  their  bleffings  on  him, 
and  praying,  that  he  might  have  health  and 
long  life  to  enjoy  that  ample  fortune  to 
which  he  was  born.  Now  muft  not  this, 
my  dear  readers,  be  infinitely  more  pie.ulng 
to  him,  than  the  empty  and  felfi  (h  fatisfacHon 
of  telling  over  his  money,  without  having; 
the  heart  to  make  ufe  o*f  it  ? 

Ons  day,  when  Matter  Billy,  as  ufual, 
was  taking  his  rambles,  he  met  a  pretty 
little  girl,  with  a  bafket  hanging  on  her  arm. 
Though  fhe  was  very  tight  and  clean,  yet 
it  was  eafily  to  be  feen  that  me  was  poor. 
Mafter  Billy  afked  her  who  and  what  me 
Was,  when  he  found  that  her  name  was 
H4  Sally 


120    AD  VENTURES  OP    A 

Sally  Thoughtful,  that  (he  was  ten  years  of 
age,  that  her  father  and  mother  had  been 
dead  two  or  three  years,  and  that  (he  lived 
with  her  grandmother,  who  was  then  blind. 
Billy  was  fo  pleafed  with  the  account  fhe 
gave  of  herfelf,  that  he  put  his  hand  into  his 
packet,  gave  her  all  the  money  he  had,  and, 
among  the  reft,  your  humble  fervant,  the 
.Silver  Penny,  promifing  alfo,  that  ihe  ihould 
hear  further  from  him  foon. 

Thus  was  I  ftrangely  fhifted  about,  fome- 
times  enclofed  in  iilver,  and  repoiing  on  a 
bed  of  down  :  fometimes  laid  in  the  duft, 
and  trampled  upon  by  undiftinguiming-fcet ; 
iometimes  in  the  pofieflion  of  the  rich,  and 
at  other  times  involved  in  fcenes  of  poverty  ; 
but  this,  my  fweet  readers,  is  nothing  more 
than  what  every  day  happens  to  fome  people 
or  other,  and  are  called  the  ups  and  downs 
of  this  life. 

My  pretty  little  Sally,  my  prefent  miftrefs, 
though,  as  I  told  you  before,  but  ten  years 
of  age,  took  all  imaginable  care  of  her  poor 
blind  grandmother.  She  drefled  alV  her 

victuals, 
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vi&uals,  wafhed  all  the  cloaths,  and  kept 
the  houie  as  clean  as  alitde  palace,  without 
any  one  to  help  her.  She  never  left  her 
grandmother  but  when  (he  was  obliged  to 
go  to  market,  and  then  flic  made  all  the  hafte 
imaginable. 

Mailer  Billy  told  his  papa  and  mama  what 
a  good  child  this  Sally  was.  They  accord- 
ly  went  to  her  grandmother's  houfe,  found 
Sally  knitting  by  her  fide,  and  fmging  to  the 
old  woman  to  divert  her.  They  were  fo 
highly  pleafed  with  the  fight,  that  the  old 
woman  was  immediately  better  provided  for, 
and  Sally  was  taken  into  the  (quire's  family, 
where  fhe  proved  a  very  ufeful  and  handy  girl, 
and  was  refpecled  and  beloved  by  every  one 
in  the  houfe. 

Sally  never  failed  to  go  two  or  three  times 
a  week  to  fee  her  poor  grandmother,  and  fit 
and  fing  to  amufe  her.  However,  at  la  ft, 
the  good  old  woman  died,  and  poor  Sally 
cried  fadly  for  fome  days. 

I  was  taken  all  imaginable  care  cf  by  this 
pretty  girl,  who  confidered  me  as  lucky  to 

her, 
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her,  till  fhe  reached  the  twenty-fecond  year 
of  her  age,  when  (lie  and  the  butler  made  a 
match  of  it.  They  then  took  a  large  inn, 
and  are  now  in  a  very  flouriftiing  condition. 

Among  the  reputable  company  that  ufed 
to  ftop  for  refrefhments  at  Sally's  houfe,  one 
day  happened  to  be  Dr.  Solander,  who  ac- 
companied the  great  Captain  Cook  round 
the  world.  This  gentleman  was  a  great 
virtuofo  and  antiquarian,  and  enriched  the 
Britilh  Mufeum  with  many  curiofities 
brought  from  theremoteft  part  of  the  world* 

My  mlftreis  always  took  the  greateft  care 
of  me,  keeping  me  in  an  old-famioned  mother 
of  pearl  muff-box,  where  I  lay  repofmg  on 
the  fineft  cotton.  As  the  box  in  which  I  lay 
had  by  time  become  much  tarnifhed,  (lie 
put  it  in  her  pocket  in  order  to  give  it  a  clean- 
ing ;  but,  being  much  hurried  with  bufmefs, 
fhe  was  obliged  to  defer  the  operation  a  fe w 
hours. 

It  happened,  that  while  my  miflrefs  was 
attending  on  Dr.  Solander,  fhe  had  occa- 
fion  for  her  handkerchief  and  on  putting 

her 
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her  hand  in  her  pocket  and  pulling  it  out, 
I  and  the  box  alib  came  out  with  it,  and 
fell  on  the  ground.  The  hurry  and  confu- 
fion,  in  which  my  miftrefs  picked  us  up, 
and  the  antique  appearance  of  the  box  hav- 
ing caught  the  Doctor's  eye,  he  begged  to 
have  a  fight  of  it,  which  my  miftrefs  could 
not,  with  any  decency,  refufe  to  fo  refpecl- 
able  a  gentleman. 

He  was  highly  pleafed  with  the  antique 
workmanmip  of  the  box ;  but  how  {hall  I 
exprefs  his  aftonifhment  and  furpriz-e,  v/hen 
on  opening  it  he  faw  your  humble  fervant, 
the  Silver  Penny,  then  upwards  of  three 
hundred  years  old,  in  the  higheft  perfection, 
and  with  all  the  appearance  of  blooming 
youth ;  for  though  I  had  been  through  fo 
many  hands,  and  been  expoied  to  fo  many 
dangers,  I  luckily  had  not  received  the  leaft 
injury. 

The  Do&or  then  told  my  miftrefs,  that 
though  the  box  was  worth  nothing,  and  the 
contents  of  it  intrinfically  only  One  Penny, 
yet,  if  fhe  would  pait  with  them,  hs  would 

pay 
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pay  her  the  compliment  of  a  guinea.  My 
generous  miftrefs  replied,  that  (he  would 
never  fell  me,  and  mould  be  even  very  forry 
to  part  with  me,  unlefs  it  was  to  fomebody 
who  would  fometimes  permit  her  to  fee 
me. 

"  Well,  then,  madam,  (faid  the  Doctor) 
the  matter  is  agreed  on  :  I  will  depolit  your 
pretty  Silver  Penny  in  the  Britiih  Mufeum, 
nor  will  I  difturb  it  out  of  his  prefent 
habitation.  There  you  {hall  be  welcome 
to  fee  it  as  often  as  you  pleafe."  My 
miftrefs  could  not  refuie  fuch  honourable 
conditions  :  fhe  kified  me  at  parting,  and 
prefented  me  to  the  Doctor,  who  punctually 
kept  his  word,  brought  me  carefully  to 
town,  and  then  depofited  me  in  the  Britifh 
Mufeum. 

Thus  am  I  amply  rewarded  for  all  my 
paft  toils  and  fatigues,  as  1  now  make  a  con- 
fpicuous  figure  among  the  greateft  curiofities 
in  the  firft  collection  in  the  world.  Here 
I  fhall  enjoy  conftant  repofe,  fecure  from 

care 
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care  or  danger,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  ad- 
verfe  fortune. 

My  pretty  readers,  remember  the  laft 
words  of  the  Silver  Penny.  Fear  God  and 
honour  your  parents,  for  thofe  are  the  two 
moft  eilential  duties  of  a  Chriitian.  Love 
your  brothers  and  your  fitters,  and  live  to- 
gether in  the  moft  perfect  harmony  and 
union.  Be  always  punctual  to  your  word, 
and  that  you  may  always  be  fo,  never  make 
a  promife  before  you  have  properly  confider- 
ed  it.  Be  open  and  candid  in  all  your  con- 
nections, but  truft  no  one  but  your  own 
bofom  with  fecrets  of  importance.  Be  good 
natured  and  affable,  and  ever  ready  to  aflift 
the  unfortunate  as  far  as  your  condition  will 
prudently  admit.  Speak  ill  of  no  one,  but 
make  thofe  allowances  in  others,  of  which 
you  may  perhaps  ftand  in  need  yourfelf, 
Farewell,  my  dear  pretty  readers,  may  you 
fo  live  in  this  life  as  to  merit  an  abode  in 
that  MUSEUM,  where  no  cares  can  reach 
us,  no  infirmities  torment  us,  no  revolu- 
tions 
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tions  of  flates  or  empires  difturb  our  tran- 
quillity, but  where  every  thing  will  be 
changed  into  endlefs  love,  harmony  and 
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NEW      BOOKS, 

Juft    Publi/hed, 

By  E.  NEWBERY,  at   the  Corner  of 
St.  Paul's  Church  -yard, 

For    the    InftruRion    and    Eniert'iinmeni   of 
Little  Mafters  and 


1.  Juvenile  Rambles-,  Price  6d. 

2.  The  Little  Wanderers,  Price  3d. 

3.  The  Little  Moralifts,  Price  3d. 

4.  The  Village  Tatlers,  Price  zd. 

5.  The  Flights  of  a  Lady  Bird,  Pr.  ad. 

6.  The  Hiftory  of  a  Little   Boy  found 
under  a  Haycock,  concluded.  Price  id. 
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